
You Can’t Say That!
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Eyes Right 
Charlotte, NC- It is becoming increasingly difficult to talk or write.   There are verbal land mines out there now which will blow up one’s career, reputation, and livelihood.  The list of verboten topics and words seems to be increasing exponentially.  And there is, apparently, no statute of limitations on what words now deemed to be offensive were uttered or written.  If at some time in your prior life, no matter your age or situation, you used a term or phrase which somehow offends someone, you are toast.
Even worse, you will be ostracized or face loss of employment if your words are deemed to be in opposition to differing political positions.  How can anyone possibly be comfortable with the recent firing of a New York Times editorial page director who had the temerity to publish an article written by a current U.S. senator who argued for actions not in tune with the political views of young staff writers on the Times?
And what about the fabulously successful Harry Potter author, J, K Rowling, who is being excoriated for having the “lack of judgment” to suggest that there are two biological sexes?  Ms. Rowling was in no way suggesting unequal, or diminished, treatment of transsexuals, but merely voicing her opinion on sexuality.  Previously she had been a darling of many who lean left in politics, but now she has instantly become a bigoted villain to this very woke crowd.
There is much of this same intolerance for anyone who might suggest that human-induced climate change is not a certainty.  One who suggests such heresy is immediately deemed to be an ignoramus, a “science denier,” and a general all-around no-good.   To put forth the idea that science is, by definition, never a “settled issue” puts that person in the category of a “flat-Earther” or simply a bigoted idiot to be shamed and deemed unqualified to speak.
Prohibited words and phrases are being created at such a rapid pace that it is nearly impossible to keep up with the thought police.  WAIT!   Did I just use the word “police” without placing some pejorative adjective in front???  Using almost any combination of words in front of “Matters” will now cause a lynch mob (OOPS!!!!...can’t say that either!) demanding your immediate loss of job, loss of pension, loss of __________ (fill in the blank).
I am also having problems understanding boundaries for “cultural approbation.”  If I, a relatively white (a.k.a., privileged) person, wear the very nice African shirt which I purchased in Tanzania, I may be shamed, roughed up, or stoned because I have unwittingly appropriated the culture of an ethnic group to which I do not belong.  I like the two shirts I bought there, and they remind me of my Tanzanian friends.  I plan to wear them...but I may need a body guard.
One of the more confusing aspects of “forbidden language” is that some groups appear to be able to use these words in dialogue with other members of that same group.  For example, I have frequently heard some black Americans routinely use the “n-word” in conversations with other blacks.  Many rap songs include lyrics glorifying these words with little or no condemnation from any ethnic groups.  Apparently allowed usage depends on the user.
Contrary to what many Americans believe, the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution does not guarantee “free speech” to individuals other than a prohibition on Congress from making a law abridging the freedom of speech.  However, the Supreme Court in 1942 ruled on cases involving “fighting words” which they defined as words which “by their very utterance inflict injury or tend to incite an immediate breach of the peace.  It has been well observed that such utterances are no essential part of any exposition of ideas, and are of such slight social value as a step to truth that any benefit that may be derived from them is clearly outweighed by the social interest in order and morality.”  Subsequent court cases (1949, 1951, 1989, and 1992) further narrowed the concept of fighting words allowing the burning of the U.S. flag and allowing words which invite dispute and causes unrest.  My interpretation is the one which was frequently used in my younger days:  I can say anything other than yelling “FIRE” in a movie theater.
In his 1972 hilarious monologue the comic, George Carlin, created a great bit, “7 Words You Can’t Say on TV.”  I strongly recommend that you watch one of these YouTube videos to hear Carlin’s perceptive discussion of why prohibitions on using certain words is foolish at best, and actually dangerous.  Ironically, while most of the 7 words Carlin mentioned almost 50 years ago are now routinely used both in print and video, we currently have a new and much longer list of verboten words, thanks to the woke crowd.
So here is my bottom line:  when someone says to me, “You can’t say that!” my response will be to direct a string of all 7 of Carlin’s outlawed words, including some new ones, back at that person...with a smile...while hoping that the accuser is not packing heat.   This is our new America.
I thought you might like to know.
E-R

