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Takoma Park, MD – I would like to return to a recent topic discussed here, that is, the misplaced concerns which occupy the minds of many current youngsters.  You may recall that a few months ago this column carried an article, Child Scorn, (Eyes Right, 11/8/2019) in which I argued that the teenage Swedish activist, Greta Thunberg, may want to shift her worries about climate change, however sincere and earnest, to a far more probable, and certainly more deadly, threat to life on Earth, namely, nuclear weapon devastation.  Whether or not Miss Thunberg’s predictions about life as we know it disappearing due to a rapidly warming Earth become reality, this future development, I argued, is not on the immediate horizon. She also totally ignores (or is unaware of) proven human ingenuity to devise solutions to emergent problems.  On the other hand, the potential for nuclear weapon disaster is a very real; it is here and now, and is a problem which could be precipitated tonight by any number of miscalculations, intentional or unintentional, by our fellow humans in a surprisingly increasing number of national arsenals.  For example, one launch of a ballistic missile nuclear weapon, accidental or planned, by a Pakistani or Indian operator, could propel the world into chaos, both political and environmental.  If the missiles were launched by Americans, Russians, or Chinese, the results would be geometrically worse.
I mention these dreary doomsday scenarios because one of our local communities, Takoma Park, Maryland wants to be the “first-in-nation” to ban all fossil fuels, at least within its jurisdiction, based on what the local government perceives to be a lack of federal action on climate change.  As with most of these “feel good” proposals, the mandated actions would continue to allow all of the city’s residents to enjoy the comforts provided by fossil fuels used elsewhere while sanctimoniously basking in a holier-than-thou pose.  For example, the city wants to force all gas stations to move outside the city limits or to convert to electric charging while, of course, most of their residents keep their gasoline vehicles and fill up elsewhere.  They also want to ban all natural gas appliances and close existing pipelines which serve the city, but presumably keep all electricity which is currently, and for the foreseeable future, generated by fossil fuel plants elsewhere.  Takoma Park even has within its government a “sustainability” office which has been proposing a wide range of initiatives, such as mandatory composting of table scraps.  Also all lighting in the city is mandated to change to LED devices by 2022.  City officials admit that the cost to residents of all of the proposed changes “could reach $25,000” if all are implemented.  There has been push-back by some Takoma Park residents, but at the moment they are not office holders and appear to be in the minority.  It is no wonder that this city often proudly refers to itself as “Berkeley of the East” in homage to that California hotbed of leftist ideology.

I am hoping that concerns about the emerging corona virus will shift the enthusiasm of “Thunberg-Takoma Park-ers” [TTP-ers for short] from worry about the distant threat of climate change to the more real, and immediate, threat posed by this rapidly spreading disease.  This virus, about which we are just now beginning to understand, has the potential to not only sicken millions and kill unknown numbers, but also to generate a global economic depression the likes of which have not been seen for a century.  We are very early into this scare, and, as opposed to the flu pandemic of almost exactly 100 years ago, we have much more robust medical options available to combat the mortality generated by the virus, at least in developed nations.  What happens if this disease spreads to poor nations of the world is exceedingly frightening.  
So TTP-ers of the world, please re-direct your angst toward a real, immediate problem.  And stop telling me what to do with my table scraps and gas heat.

I thought you might like to know.
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