Where are Women?
by

Eyes Right

Springfield, VA   -   I am trying to find some religion which does not devalue women.  It has been a challenging search.
It appears that every current major world religion has significant discriminatory practices against women.   Whether it be Catholics, Jews, Muslims, Mormons, Episcopalians, or whatever, there seems to be two castes in the world, with men on top and women somewhere under.  Before launching a diatribe against this assertion, tell me please which one of the above religions is led by a female, and which was founded by a female.  The answer is none of the above.

There are, for example, no female popes, nor is there a mechanism for a woman to ascend to that position.  In fact, Catholics do not allow women to become clergy at any level.  Their role, apparently, is simply to do “good works” while allowing men to do the “leadership thing.”  The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (a.k.a. Mormons) are right up there in the discrimination against women sweepstakes.  No woman is allowed to aspire to a leadership role in that organization, and even in the daily management of church business, they have essentially no role.  Muslims are perhaps the leaders in discrimination when it comes to women.  Islamic hardliners mandate [note that even this word emphasizes the subservience of women] that women must dress in a certain manner, even including hiding their faces from view when in public.  And there is essentially no role for women in the religion except to bow to the wishes, and rules, of men.
Each one of these religions justifies its discriminatory practices on the founding document of the religion, usually a book with presumable divine origins.   Christians base their actions on words found in the Bible, primarily the so-called “New” Testament, which was written exclusively by men.  Jews focus on the “Old” Testament and a particular part of it called “the Torah.”  This particular segment of the Bible is believed to have been written by Moses who received the words through “divine inspiration.”  Fast forward to the Mormons who base their beliefs on not only the Bible, but also the Book of Mormon, which came to one Joseph Smith in New York in the 1820’s when he  received divine inspiration to find and translate golden plates from God during a visit from an angel known as Moroni.  It should be pointed out that no one has ever found any original artifacts in gold or any other materials written by God.  The Islamic religion derives all of its practices from – guess what?  - a book, the Qu’ran which was revealed to Muhammad by an angel, Jibral, in the period from 610 to 632.  It did not appear, apparently, on golden plates, but in visions which Muhammad told to his friends who then transcribed before the prophet’s death.  Again, we have to take someone’s word for all of this.
I assume that you can see the trend.  Men, and men alone, have the visions and receive the divine revelation.  Then men write down these revelations and begin the interpretation which invariably results in bad deals for women.  Joseph Smith, for example, began to receive even further “divine guidance” once he had established his new religion and called these thoughts, “Doctrines and Covenants of the Church of the Latter Day Saints:  Carefully Selected from the Revelations of God.”  Indeed.  In fact, some of these “revelations” even involved which route various associates of Smith should take when traveling from St. Louis east to Ohio.  He also received word from God that it was okay for a man to have an affair once so long as he repented, and then not too much later in the famous Doctrine and Revelation 132, he received further word from God that a husband can, and should, take multiple wives.  Once again, men were making all the rules, and justifying it all based on divine guidance.
In view of the fact that more people in the history of the human race have died due to fights over religion than any other precipitating cause, perhaps we should start over and have women start to receive these revelations from God.  I assume that the ladies would start by eliminating most of the “man rules” that have been used by men for centuries to subjugate women.  And just maybe, in the process, we might develop some religions which would genuinely be more tolerant of the views and beliefs of others.
I thought you might like to know.
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