What if Water…? 

by

Eyes Right

Cary, NC   -  Just over a month ago, when I last visited here, I reported the ongoing drought, and the generally lackadaisical approach to it by most of the locals.  Although no new rain has arrived, Mother Nature still does not have most people’s attention.  Reservoirs are now dangerously low, but life is still in the business as usual mode.
What does a large region do when there is no more water?  Much of the desert southwest of the United States was populated on answering such a premise, but the infrastructure to provide a reliable, continuous water supply took nearly a century to complete.  Today, large metropolitan areas such as Phoenix, Las Vegas, Los Angeles, and San Diego thrive only because millions of gallons of water arrive daily via aqueducts and canals from mountainous regions far away.   But regions which are accustomed to predictably reliable rainfall have no such options.  When the reservoir runs out, what does the region do?
We may soon find out here in North Carolina.  Mandatory restrictions on lawn watering have been recently introduced, and roving inspectors are driving around issuing citations for automatic sprinkler systems.  Yet, anyone can continue to use a garden hose to water a garden, wash cars, clean the siding, hose down the driveway, whatever.  In other words, it is nearly business as usual.  Commercial car wash operations are still open, and the water restrictions which are in effect are extremely limited.
But suppose that the usual amounts of winter precipitation do not arrive.  This past weekend, for example, the television weathermen were all predicting moderate rains throughout the day as a cold front approached from the west.  The skies clouded, the wind blew, the temperature dropped 25 degrees, but absolutely no rain fell.  What if this trend were to continue throughout the winter?    There are no guarantees with weather.  
Water could be brought in via rail or truck, but it could not possibly meet demand for even the most basic needs.  People would have enough to drink, but without water, the economy collapses rapidly.  Life is predicated on water – for cooking, bathing, washing clothes, sanitation, to name only a few of the thousand uses.  There would have to be a mass evacuation, with all of the associated issues of protection against looting, economic upheaval and a myriad of other problems, such as extreme difficulty fighting fires.
The irony, if such were to occur, is that the danger signs were present and in open view.  Millions of gallons of water have been wasted daily since the beginning of the drought.  Even now, there is no widespread sense of urgency.  Even moderate conservation measures were not imposed until reservoir levels began reaching dangerously low levels. The drinking water supply in nearby Durham, for example, is now less than 60 days – a level which should instill considerable fear and far more stringent conservation measures.  Unfortunately, no political leaders have surfaced to impose temporary sacrifice to conserve what water is left.  Earlier this week the Governor “reminded” North Carolinians “to keep conserving water.”  Without restrictions, such reminders are essentially worthless.
I hope that my concerns are drowned by downpours over the next several months.  But, what if the rains do not come?  What if the water is no longer there?   
I thought you might like to know.
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