Weather Worries  

by

Eyes Right

Springfield, VA   -  It is raining very hard as I write this column tonight.  In fact, it has been raining off and on for the past three days.  There is local flooding, and our recent drought is now history.  According to the front page article in today’s Parade magazine, global warming is to blame, and we humans are to blame for global warming.

I suggest that we all step back and take a deep breath.  The sky is not falling; those are just some much needed raindrops.  Rather than worrying about a climatic Armageddon, it may be more useful to take a long-range view.

I am certain that many of the residents of Oklahoma and other drought-ravaged American states during the Great Depression years would have argued that the weather had turned permanently evil.  And what about the residents of the Ohio River valley during the Flood of 1939 when the Ohio surged from its banks to still unsurpassed levels?  Our current weather “miseries” pale in comparison.  Here is a fact that we need to always remember:  weather happens.  And we can do little to change it.  Humans seem to be the only creatures to have the arrogance to assume that we are capable of affecting the weather.

Some of these weather alarmists are now arguing that we are being besieged by mosquitoes, poison ivy, and even beetles due to the effects of human overuse of fossil fuels and other bad behavior.  We are also told that Earth has been heating up since the late 19th century – about 1.5 degrees Fahrenheit.  I am always skeptical of these claims, if only because I doubt very much the reliability of data from the 1800’s, especially world-wide data.  Many of the cities in our own American west did not exist in the 1800’s, and I suspect that any temperature information from those regions is dubious, manufactured, or non-existent.  You can only imagine the reliability of weather data from that era from Third World countries.

But let’s assume that these alarmists are correct in the “it’s getting hotter” theory.  I still have not seen any substantive correlation between our human activities and Earth’s average temperature.  Here is an undisputed fact:  Earth’s average temperature has a long history of changing, sometimes getting warmer, and sometimes quite colder.  Rather than producing temperature data in changes in degrees Fahrenheit, let me mention two words:  Ice Age.  

So why do so many people preach to us that we need to modify our behavior to avoid a hot Earth disaster?  Obviously, there are a myriad of reasons.  For the failed Presidential candidate turned movie-maker, Al Gore, it is his livelihood.  The author of the Parade magazine article is trying to sell his most recent book.  Others have that incurable, “I know better than you” attitude, and are hell-bent on making everyone follow their lifestyle and beliefs (think of PETA types).

Should we intentionally pollute?  Absolutely not.  A clean environment is better for all of us.   Should we begin to wean ourselves from fossil fuels?  Probably, if only because the supply is being exhausted, and we will soon have no other choice.  But we should not make foolish economic and lifestyle decisions based on pronouncement of doom and gloom from these the-sky-is-falling wackos.  

Guess what?  The rain has stopped.

I thought you might like to know.
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