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Arlington, VA – Beware of good intentions.  And be particularly wary of those who selectively choose causes from which to mandate restrictions on everyone else.   This attempt to legislate "good" now has a local component here in the northern Virginia region. Arlington officials have started to enforce regulations which outlaw all car washes except at licensed businesses and in front of your own house.  The effect has been to end all school and church sponsored car washes which have been traditionally used as fundraisers for various groups of youngsters.
I have a dog in this fight, so to speak, due to my many years as the cross country team coach for our local high school.  Each year we needed to raise approximately $1000 to fund our annual pre-season trip to Cacapon State Park in West Virginia.   We used the money to pay for a large cabin in the park where the boys and girls teams each spent two separate 3-day training sessions in the nearby mountains.  Two separate car washes were held at cooperating gas stations who donated the water and the space to conduct the 5 hours of car washing.  We charged $5 per car, and counting donations and tips, we netted about $500 for each wash.  The students took turns washing, drying, and holding signs along the road to advertise the car wash.  It was good, hard, honest work for everyone, and most seemed to enjoy the experience, particularly when dousing each other with water.
But now the state has imposed new storm water regulations requiring permits in order to minimize polluted water that reaches the Chesapeake Bay.  Apparently soapy water generated in front of your home is fine, but water coming from anywhere else is evil.  None of these new regulations was legislated, but were generated by bureaucrats tasked with the stewardship of the bay and its tributaries.  Rather than tasking police to drive around and issue summons for offending car washes, the bureaucrats went after low-hanging fruit, namely the school systems which now have to periodically complete all sorts of paperwork to outline plans they have in place to limit pollution.  One of their first acts to meet these new requirements was to outlaw car washes by student groups associated with the school system.  Arlington, arguably the most liberal jurisdiction in the region, immediately went to the head of the class when Arlington Public Schools forbade any car washes by any student group associated with the schools.
As if to add insult to injury, the "energy manager" for Arlington Public Schools then wrote a letter to parents of the school system stating that school officials "view the new permit and the restriction on car washes as an opportunity for students to learn about environmental protection and sustainability."   She went on in the letter to promote other alternative activities to raise money responsibly by selling reusable water bottles or working at a commercial car wash.  Apparently this lady did not mention what current car wash employees (mostly illegal immigrants) would do when displaced by students (who would probably quit after one day of this work!).
Other local school districts are now grappling with this matter.  Most church groups seem to be ignoring this prohibition and have not yet been handcuffed and led away.  However, officials who have been intentionally overlooking these transgressions warn that they are currently in the "education phase" and that there are a range of enforcement options available, starting with warnings, then followed by $500 fines.
Sooner or later, we as a society must end this madness and retake our personal liberties which are being constantly eroded.  Most of us are all for clean water, but really enough is enough!  It is only a matter of time before these same faceless bureaucrats attempt to outlaw anyone washing their car, their dog, their siding - all in the name of protecting some local body of water, which is, by the way, doing just fine.  God help us!
I thought you might like to know.
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