
Virtue Signaling
by
Eyes Right 
Springfield, VA – There are some things which just light me off.  I am certain that I am not alone in this sort of reaction, but it quickly becomes personal.  I am talking leaf bags.  
Our county is governed by an elected Board of Supervisors.   This past year they voted to ban the use of plastic leaf bags.  Now the only type of permissible bags is paper.  These cost considerably more than their plastic counterparts (87 cents each vs 37 cents), do not hold as much per bag, and tend to fall apart in heavy rain.  The rationale given by the politicians, all Democrats, was that this change will be “good for the environment” because the plastic bags are manufactured from petroleum products, which are evil, and are not biodegradable.   
The county’s recommendation is to put all your leaves into a compost pile and allow them to decay naturally as this will be “good” for the environment.  Apparently, the supervisors do not live in the real world of suburbia where leaf raking/blowing is a way of life each fall with a typical yard producing 20-40 bags of leaves.  I cannot imagine the size of the resulting compost heap, nor can most of the neighbors to whom I have talked.  The reality is that most seem to accept the cost and comply.   Not me, Mon!   The county will allow homeowners to place leafs in plastic trash cans which are picked up each Wednesday so I have four old, but usable, ones, and I fill them weekly.  Also, we are “allowed” to place plastic bags full of leaves in our regular waste, so every week in the fall I chuck one or two into our large trash receptacle to be picked up when the garbage truck arrives on Thursday.
So let’s get to the heart of this issue and examine the rationale given by our elected do-gooders.  The energy requirement to manufacture plastic bags is minuscule compared to creating paper bags.  One barrel of oil can produce tens of thousands of plastic bags.  Paper products, on the other hand, come from trees.  Living in Maine for half the year, I have seen first-hand the energy expended harvesting the trees with huge diesel-powered equipment, the large trucks (also diesel) required to haul the lumber to paper mills, and the energy used at the mill to turn those logs into thick brown paper bags.   I might also add that each of these engines is spewing exhaust into the atmosphere in copious quantities.  Thus, from both and energy use and environmental perspective, plastic trumps paper.  
In terms of the biodegradability of those pesky plastic leaf bags, all of the regular waste in our county is taken to a huge incinerator site where it is burned - everything in your garbage, whether it be plastics, food waste, metal - everything…if it is in your garbage it is incinerated.   This process produces heat which is converted into electricity;  the waste products are passed through scrubbers with, according to the county, little harmful environmental effect.  So…if plastic kitchen garbage bags and plastic products of every conceivable nature are safely disposed of in this manner, why can plastic bags full of leaves not be disposed of in a similar manner with no harm?   
This seemingly incessant virtue signally by left-wing politicians seems to have no bounds. These same characters are now about to tax plastic grocery bags here, and Californians will soon face a future where it will be a crime to place residential food waste into your household trash!  This nonsense has come about because it is alleged that “the methane produced as it decays in public landfills damages the atmosphere.”    BUT you will be allowed to bury those same  leftovers in your own garden - apparently that decay does not produce methane!!!  The Director of the California Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery, Rachel Wagoner, proudly proclaimed, “This is the easiest and fastest thing that every single person can do to effect [sic] climate change.”
Please, God, save us from these idiots.
I thought you might like to know.
E-R
P.S.   I am happy to report that all the hostages from the missionary group which was kidnapped for ransom two months ago in Haiti have now all been safely returned.  It is not clear if a ransom was paid, but the rather suspicious nature of the “escape” by the final 12 suggests that money changed hands, probably a lot of money.

