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Washington, D.C. - Christians are under siege in the United States.  At the moment much of the hatred and vitriol is being directed toward Catholics.  Because Catholic dogma sanctifies life (although some may argue that it is a selective policy) the official stance of the church denies that a woman (or any person) has a right to terminate a pregnancy by abortion.  There are no numbers which quantify a percentage of practicing Catholics who support this position; what is known for certain is that it is not universally held within the Church.
Nonetheless, abortion proponents, particularly outside the Catholic faith, have become increasingly strident in not only criticizing, but condemning Catholics in general,  going so far as suggesting that they do not have a right to even think that abortion is evil, much less take public action to promote their belief.   This intolerance became quite visible during the annual Right to Life march in Washington, D.C. when a group of Catholic teens from a high school in Kentucky were involved in an altercation while on standing on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial.  The teens were depicted as perpetrators who created a tense and dangerous confrontation with other groups and specifically with an older Native American Vietnam veteran who was allegedly attacked verbally and ridiculed.   When social media and national news organizations immediately picked up the story and depicted the youth as evil aggressors, even greater vitriol was hurled at the teenagers. 
The immediate reaction was almost universal outrage against these young Catholics.  The usual suspects, including Hollywood personalities, weighed in with angry condemnation, while others immediately spewed the predicable allegations of “Nazis/racists/white supremacists” and a host of other angry slurs.  The all-boys school from which the students had traveled to participate in the march, Covington Catholic High School, is located in northern Kentucky very close to the area in which I grew up.  In fact, I attended another nearby Catholic all-boys (at the time...it now also has female students), the closely named Covington Latin School.   While at that school I played many games on the basketball court of Covington Catholic.  So it was with great sadness that I saw that within days of this incident, serious threats were issued against the school - so many that classes had to be cancelled out of precaution.  
Further review of the initial incident provided rather clear evidence that the Catholic teens had not only not instigated the confrontation, but were attempting to defuse it.   Even the “Vietnam Vet” angle was false;  during the fellow’s brief military service he had never left the U.S.  Still, many voices, including several national politicians on the left, continued to condemn the students.  The entire incident was, it turns out, a rather complicated scenario in which other groups had begun shouting hateful taunts at the students.  A few days later the group which had started the fracas was identified as the Black Hebrew Israelites, a fringe religious cult which preaches that Jesus was black and that all whites are evil.  I have seen these bigots in action screaming “Death to all whites” on several occasions in downtown D.C. while on my way to see Washington Wizards basketball games.  They are loud, vociferous, angry, and scary.   I understand free speech, but I cannot imagine a group of any racial makeup shouting “Death to all blacks” and not being immediately arrested on hate crime charges.  These guys apparently get a pass.
It can be argued that much of ongoing unfavorable public reaction to Catholics has been self-imposed due to continuing sexual abuse scandals involving Catholic clergy, including a history of tolerance and cover-ups at the highest levels within the Church.  I am certain that further shoes will drop in this area.  But my concern is that there appears to be a rising tide of intolerance for not only Catholic religious beliefs, but also Christians in general.  Crosses are now banned in essentially every public venue, and fundamentalist Christians are depicted as intolerant (and ignorant) Bible thumpers, as secularism becomes for many the religion of choice.  
I have no problem with others pursuing whatever methodology they choose in their search to answer the two big questions intriguing humans for eons, namely, where did we come from, and where are we going?   As a classroom Physics teacher I always told my students that both science and religion are attempting to answer those two questions, but that the only difference was that scientists do not kill each other over different answers.   Because centuries of human history provided our Founding Fathers with steady evidence that religious fanatics of all persuasions have continually attempted to kill or harm others of different beliefs, they insisted on freedom of religion as a key linchpin of American life.   
Recent events eroding that policy are indeed worrisome.  Catholics may be the current Christian group under assault, but other denominations may soon also find themselves becoming targets of this increasing hatred of Christianity.  We really need a fresh breath of toleration.
I thought you might like to know.
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