Twin Tragedies 
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Springfield, VA   -   Our nation is currently laboring under the ill effects of two apparently disparate federal policies.  Their cost is considerable, both socially and economically, and is rising.  In spite of considerable public outcry, nothing significant is being done to correct the situation.

The two issues are the No Child Left Behind program and U.S. immigration policy.  Both are man-made disasters.  And although apparently not connected, these two legislative nightmares have become symbiotic monsters systematically devouring our national treasury and culture.

How are they connected?  Let’s first look at No Child Left Behind (NCLB).  It was conceived purely as a political ploy to show Congressional concern for “the children.”  Who can argue with a program whose premise is that every child can learn and that no child should not have the opportunity to live the American Dream?  In reality, NCLB establishes unrealistic and unattainable goals with spiraling costs mandated by legislators who do not have to pay the bill.  

The underlying principle of NCLB is that every child in the public school system must be able to master certain basic skills and demonstrate a level of competency in several core subjects, such as English, Mathematics, Social Studies, and Science.  When the program was initiated, the goals in terms of percentage pass rates were reasonable and easily attained.  However, as the program has matured, the goals have steadily ramped upwards toward 100 percent.  

To reach these requirements, school systems are now having to devote increasingly large amounts of resources in an attempt to somehow or other have the final 5-10 percent pass the tests.  What can you do to achieve passing performances from students who rarely come to school, or who simply do not care or put forth any effort on the tests?  Their failures continue to count against the school system performance, with even more resources being thrown at these students with no hope of them passing.

The influx of illegal immigration has greatly exacerbated the NCLB problem.  In addition to the marginally performing students in every school system, we are now adding thousands of non-English speaking immigrant students who have crossed our southern borders or flown into our airports illegally.  School systems are now desperately initiating or beefing up English-as-a-second-language programs, again at dramatically expensive costs in order to try to enable this group to pass the NCLB tests.

Many school systems are beginning to literally face bankruptcy because of these twin problems – neither of which they created, and both of which they can do little about.  Resources which could be spent on the children who do come to class, the children who do speak English, are now being directed to programs to meet the unrealistic goals of NCLB and the flood of illegal immigration.

So what to do?  First, and this must be done immediately, stop illegal immigration, or at least reduce it to a trickle.  How?  Secure our borders with an impenetrable barrier coupled with the political will to enforce immigration laws.  Concurrently, we must amend or repeal NCLB so that we are not mandating unattainable education goals.  If the current group of legislators is unwilling to tackle these challenges with action instead of rhetoric, then oust them at the next election.  The alternative is poverty and misery for all of us.

I thought you might like to know.
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