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Greenville, ME- Earlier this week I watched a 30 minute video showing events leading up to a young man being kicked in the head while he was lying defenseless on the ground.  The kick itself became national news because of the violent, and unprovoked, nature of the attack.  The incident took place in Portland, Oregon, the scene of nearly three months of continuous nightly protests which began in reaction to the death of a Black man while in police custody in Minneapolis. The Portland protests, which have been generally peaceful during daytime, have often morphed during nighttime into violent riots attempting to destroy federal facilities or any buildings associated with the police.  Those perpetrating the violence have often been associated with anarchists groups intent on radically changing the fundamental nature of American government and society.
The activity which I saw had no relationship to these causes.  It was simple thuggery.  I do not know the identity of the person who shot the video, but the camera was obviously being moved from place to place;  at times, based on breath sounds, it appeared as if the person with the camera was running to try to catch up with the latest action.  A summary of what I observed over that 30 minutes would describe sporadic violence aimed at various individuals with a sound track. of non-stop racial slurs and profanity. The crowd was predominately young people, male and female - most in the 15-30 age group.  The only two races I could distinguish were White and Black. 
One of the initial victims was what appeared to be a White transgender person with obvious mental issues.  Someone stole her skateboard, and when she protested, she was beaten to the ground by individuals who took turns in the pummeling.  The verbal abuse heaped on her was continuous and disgusting.  One large Black antagonist continually called her, “You nigger bitch,” followed by a string of profane vituperation.  It was gut-wrenching to watch and listen....it was as if civilized behavior had been turned upside down.  Then another individual ripped the victim’s book bag from her shoulder while she lay on the ground and ran off with it.  This led her to begin wailing and begging for its return because “my house keys, phone and ID are all in there....what am I going to do....SOMEONE PLEASE HELP!”  Her pleas led to more physical abuse, involving kicks and punches from various females.  
 The scene might be summarized as people milling about looking for trouble.  Occasional fistfights involving two or three individuals broke out, then would self-extinguish.  At no time did I see any evidence of police.  Occasionally one or two people who were physically large would attempt to pull fighters apart.  It reminded me of a boxing referee separating two fighters in a clinch, before they resumed pounding each other.  None of the participants were attempting to hide their identities with hoods or other Antifa-type paraphernalia (Antifa is the national “anti-fascist” movement accused by many as one of the prime movers in the nightly riots in downtown Portland).  
A few minutes later a fellow came out of a convenience store, saw the transgender person in distress, and attempted to assist her.  He was met with physical and verbal response by the crowd.  Sensing that he was in danger himself, he ran to his pickup truck and  tried to  drive away through the crowd.  No one was hit by his truck, but the act angered his abusers who started to follow the vehicle.  It crashed (apparently due to a steering issue according to the owner in an interview later) and he was pulled from the truck and beaten to the ground.  It was at this point, as he was lying there helpless, that an individual used a running start to deliver the now-infamous kick to the victim’s head, knocking him unconscious.  Ultimately someone, possibly his girlfriend, who was in another vehicle, called 9-1-1.
This video has been stuck in my head for nearly a week.  I cannot comprehend how our country has devolved into not just lawlessness, but violent anarchy.  There seems to be a growing subset of individuals who have no morals, no concern for others, no purpose in life, other than to exist as a pack of wild animals.  Someone is feeding, clothing, and housing these people - none appeared to be starving, and I suspect that each had a smartphone.  Somehow they have time to engage in lawlessness with no apparent concern for earning a living or contributing to society - at least in the traditional sense.  
If the police of Portland do not have time to intervene in this type of behavior - possibly because they have “bigger fish to fry” with the “nightly troubles” downtown, we have a big problem.  And why are the citizens and leaders of Portland accepting this atrocious activity????   It is time to restore law and order....NOW!
I thought you might like to know.
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