Trouble in Toronto
by

Eyes Right

Toronto, Ontario –  This is a city of contradictions.  The streets are far cleaner than most major metropolitan areas, but there is gang graffiti everywhere.  The 2.5 million inhabitants are possibly more diverse in national origin than any large city in the world and seem to have a high degree of tolerance for one another, but there is considerable gang warfare between various ethnicities.

Each of my visits to Toronto has been in the summer.  It is beautiful time of year to be here.  We bicycled on a continuous multi-use path which runs for nearly 20 miles along the shore of Lake Ontario.  When we reached the Harbourfront area downtown, we joined a throng of locals for a ferry ride to Toronto Island Park, a group of about 20 islands about a mile from shore.  For a round trip fare of only six dollars, we were soon underway to Centre Island. No cars are allowed on the islands, but we were able to take along our bicycles to use on the numerous paths and walkways which connect most of the islands.  It was a glorious, warm day and families were flocking to the amusement park on Centre Island. 
As we rode our bicycles, we saw all the beaches in full use, including Hanlan’s Point Beach, where clothing is optional. [It appeared that most of the nude bathers were old men!].  Many families had brought food and drinks and were having picnics on the grassy fields scattered throughout the islands.  For those who simply wanted a drink or some snacks, there were numerous stands operated by the park service. Ferries run each 30 minutes to three separate docks; so we opted to return from one on the western end of the island.   It is all so pleasant.
What is not pleasant is the cost of essentially everything other than ferries in Toronto, and Canada, in general.  Prices are considerably more here than in the U.S.  We spent over $50 for a dinner of fish and chips and two beers in a sports bar.  The taxes were over 20% of the tab.  In spite of incredibly high taxes, the city is currently over $550 million in debt.  Proposals to remedy this deficit include closing all libraries on Sunday, reducing the police force, and several other distasteful measures including major tax hikes, - none of which local politicians seem willing to take.
What has happened is that decades of socialist policies are now catching up to the Canadians.  A very open immigration policy has brought a flood of new citizens, primarily from other nations within the British Commonwealth.  At one of the city parks, Bluffers Park, at least 90% of the users were immigrants, mostly from East Asia and the Caribbean.  Many of these new Canadians require more public services than the original residents, thus exacerbating the fiscal problems.
Current political leaders seem to be immobilized by partisan politics (sound familiar?).  Even more remarkable is the plan of the Provincial Premier, who is mandating the immediate (this fall) shut down of all coal powered electricity generating plants in Ontario, ostensibly to reduce global warming!  He has no plan on how to replace this energy, other than to preach conservation, or to purchase excess capacity from neighboring provinces.  I am not sure if anyone has mentioned to him that the power being generated in Quebec and Manitoba which he wants to purchase does not come from a fairy godmother, but must be generated just as it is in Ontario.  Estimates of the effect of this plan suggest electricity rate increases of at least 50-70%.  One can only wonder how this will impact the few remaining industries which have not already fled to Mexico or abroad.
So you may want to plan your trip to Toronto as soon as possible while it is still a viable destination.  The Canadians will welcome you, especially if you bring lots of cash.

I thought you might like to know.
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