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Oakton, VA – Flint Hill may not be familiar household words to most of us, but for an increasing number of high school basketball enthusiasts, the name is assuming national meaning.
A surprisingly high number of high schools are now sending their “student athletes” across the U.S. in search of national ranking.  Victory is important, but exposure to sports writers and college coaches in other sections of the country is the primary goal.  
Flint Hill, for example, is a rather small (450 students) private prep school in the metropolitan Washington, DC area.  In the past ten years, it has become something of a teenage basketball factory by recruiting promising 13-year olds from around the Virginia-Maryland-DC region to play on Coach Stu Vetter’s team. Public schools in the area frequently cry foul as Vetter entices their local prospects to join him, presumably via a sales pitch touting a better all-around education.  It is not public information how tuition is handled for these top recruits.  NCAA rules do not seem to apply.

As of the end of January, Flint Hill was unbeaten and nationally ranked by USA Today.  In December the team flew to Las Vegas for a holiday tournament against other top high school teams from around the nation.  In the semi-finals they defeated Mercer Island of Seattle, which had been ranked 1st in the U.S. prior to the game.  Next year Flint Hill will travel to Cincinnati and to Arkansas for tournaments, and in two years, they are scheduled to be in the Virgin Islands for some games.

Corporate sponsors pick up the tab for these trips by Flint Hill.  Public schools probably would encounter considerable public outcry if they attempted to conduct similar ventures, so, for the moment, this aspect of youth sport appears to remain predominantly private.  
Travel itself is not new for high school kids. Students have flocking to Washington, DC for decades on class trips.  Bands and chorus groups routinely go to Florida for competitions (and the amusement parks).  Even basketball games outside one’s immediate area are not unheard of.  You may remember Lew Alcindor and his Power Memorial Academy team from New York City playing a game here against Dematha (of Maryland) exactly 20 years ago.  Both schools were private.
What is new is the exploding trend of travel by high school basketball teams in search of national recognition for the team and scholarships for their players.  Ranking by the new nation-wide newspapers have accelerated the process.  Can demands for a national post-season tournament to decide a high school championship of the U.S. be far behind?

I thought you might like to know.
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