The Root Cause of Education Non-performance  

by

Eyes Right

Springfield, VA – In earlier articles I have discussed problems facing public education in the United States and have offered plausible solutions.  Now I want to discuss the root cause, the underlying source of our continuing disappointment with American education.  The answer is no surprise to those of us on the daily lines, in the trenches, of American elementary and secondary schools.  It is ..... the homes of our children.
Unfortunately, most politicians and professional educators refuse to discuss this key element affecting the education of each and every one of our students.  The politicians avoid the discussion because they do not want to offend those who have put them in office.  Basically, they are cowards.  The professional educators refuse to pinpoint the blame because they want to keep their rather high-paying jobs.  Woe to the Superintendent of Schools who dares to suggest that the real problem is not directly under his control.

So let’s you and I discuss the issue.  Last week I was scheduled to participate in a conference with a parent concerning her son’s IEP (Individual Education Plan).  The IEP is a legal requirement for children who have identified learning disabilities.  Without going into all the details of IEPs, it is simply a written plan for the student’s success developed by specialists within the school system, one or two teachers of the child, the child’s parents, and, on occasion, the student.  With four of us assembled at 8 AM to conduct the meeting, the parent was a no-show.  When contacted about her absence, she replied “No one told me about the meeting.”  In fact, she herself had been involved in two phone conversations to establish the meeting at her convenience, and a letter providing all details had been mailed to her two weeks prior to the meeting.  So we re-scheduled, and this time the mother showed up, but was totally unapologetic.  I might add that I have not seen any evidence of this child’s “disabilities” other than a consistent pattern of doing no work outside of the classroom and a frequent tendency to seek the attention of his classmates by making immature remarks in class.
I mention this situation to illustrate the total lack of responsibility of parents for their children’s education.  It is always someone else’s problem that “Joey” or “Kanesha” is not doing well in school.  That “someone else” is generally identified as the school or the teacher(s).
What I see on a daily basis in my classroom certainly suggests that there is a total lack of control by some parents over their children.  Students in my lower level classes routinely walk into the classroom without their textbooks, notebooks to take notes in, a calculator to do problems, and anything with which to take notes, such as a pencil or pen.  Basically they come with only the clothes on their back, and an iphone in their pocket.  They rarely have assignments completed – some never.  But this scenario is the good news.  What many of these children often do not do is to attend class.  We have had classes now for nearly 4 months in this school year.  In my three sections of this lower performing science class, I am yet to have ONE DAY in which there is perfect attendance, that is, there have been absences in every class every day.  It is, of course, impossible to teach an empty seat.  Is it any wonder then that most of these students are failing multiple courses each year?

What interests me is that someone (presumably the parents) is providing food, shelter, clothing, and a lot of other items (such as car keys and the ubiquitous iphone) to these students, apparently with no strings attached.  There is no correlation presented by the parent to the child between work and eating, having a warm home, having a car, having ________.  The children simply receive everything, even if they put in zero effort on school work.  It is as if the parents intentionally want their children to be totally unsuccessful once beyond formal education.  These traits of sloth and indifference generally do not translate well in the “real world” where attendance at a job and hard work are often prerequisites for keeping that job.
Fortunately, the majority of students in our public school classrooms do come to school regularly and do most of their assigned work most of the time.  Their motivations to do well are obviously varied, but in nearly every case, behind each of these students is a family responsibly providing support, encouragement, and consequences.
Contrary to the idealistic homily of “It takes a village to raise a child,” I would suggest that the village can do little if the parents are not active, full-time partners in the education of their child.  No school system can do it on its own.  Trust me on this one, or drop by my 1st, 6th, or 7th period class to see for yourself.

I thought you might like to know.
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