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Springfield, VA – I rarely write political predictions.  But the contest to determine who will be the next President of the United States as the result of the November 2016 election has been characterized by a series of surprising twists and turns which have confounded most prophesies uttered by “experts” less than a year ago.  At that time, everyone knew that Hillary Clinton would be the nominee of the Democratic Party and that her Republican counterpart would probably be Jeb Bush.
Fast forward to this weekend just prior to the first actual selection process, namely, the Iowa caucuses.  Hillary Clinton is now in a tight race with Senator Bernie Sanders, a self-proclaimed Democratic Socialist from Vermont.  The polls show a neck-and-neck contest there, with Sanders relatively far ahead in the primary elections taking place the following week in New Hampshire.  Although Clinton is currently heavily favored in the next two state primaries in South Carolina and Nevada, she could face problems beyond these if Sanders catches the imagination of Democratic voters following wins in Iowa and New Hampshire.   
The Republican race is even more fluid and unpredictable.  Donald Trump appears to be far in the lead nationally in polls in spite of being totally a non-factor just a year ago.  There are at least 7 other serious contenders for the non-Donald vote,   This may or may not be sorted out in the primaries prior to the Republican national convention in mid-July in Cleveland.

What I see happening on the Democratic side involves intrigue, but, I assure you, nothing more dramatic than what has frequently taken place in our nation’s past.  Politics is often said to be a blood sport, where whatever rules happen to exist are frequently changed and/or ignored.   Deals are made, and with the stakes of occupying the highest elected office in the free world up for grabs, anything goes.  So here is the scenario…..
President Obama has long had a dislike for the Clintons – and vice versa.  He also has what certainly appears to be an intense attachment to an ideology which the Clintons do not share, at least in sufficient depth to satisfy Obama and his ilk.  They do not want Hillary Clinton to be President.  But they also do not want Sanders to be the Democratic nominee, primarily because they see him as totally unelectable, and also not easily controlled.   But they have to tread carefully and must shape their plan to jettison both of these current candidates carefully with respect to timing and method.  

So….give Hillary sufficient support until she is able to take out Sanders in the primaries.  Then, and not until then, lower the hammer by having the Attorney General Loretta Lynch’s Justice Department indict Mrs. Clinton on serious charges of putting national security at serious risk by her use of a private computer server for classified e-mails while serving as Secretary of State.  There is considerable evidence that she can easily be indicted anytime that Obama wishes to pull the trigger.    Indicting any candidate for such an offense is a sure-fire death sentence for any Presidential candidacy.  Clinton may fight this – based on the history of both Bill and Hillary Clinton, I would expect nothing less.   But this is where party bosses step in to persuade Mrs. Clinton to withdraw her candidacy for the good of the party.
So who steps forward to be the savior of the party???

None other than the candidate the Obama crowd has wanted all along….Michelle Obama.  She is a lawyer, a strong public speaker, and….most importantly, she can guarantee at least 95% of the African-American vote, a large percentage of other minority voters, a vast majority of faithful Democrats, and …..a strong following of the same large number of women who were supporting Hillary to be the first female President.  And Michelle gets to keep her mentor, Valerie Jarrett, currently the Senior Advisor to the President and Assistant to the President for Intergovernmental Affairs.  Jarrrett has held this title since the day President Obama was sworn into office.  Most Americans are unaware that, while working in Chicago for Mayor Daley, she actually hired away Michelle Robinson from a private law firm to work for her in the Mayor’s office before Michelle married Barack Obama.  In fact, it was Jarrett who mentored both Michelle and Barack and introduced them to the power players and moneyed crowd in Chicago politics.  They have been together a long time.   And what would be more natural than continuing this role in another Obama administration?
But what about Vice President Joe Biden or Massachusetts Senator Elizabeth Warren?  Both are indeed darlings of the liberal wing of the Democrat party, but Warren has no widespread following to mount a national election, and Biden is, well, Biden – a faithful, you-can-count-on-me Democrat, but too old and too “ordinary Joe” to win an election.  The only candidate other than Hillary who can win for the Democrats is Michelle.

Obviously, many will consider this a far-fetched scenario, but far stranger and equally Machiavellian events have taken place in our nation’s history (look no further than the Harding administration). The Obamas gain a constitutionally valid opportunity to remain in power, Clinton is pardoned after the election, and Valerie Jarrett continues to pull the strings for many of the policies and decisions.  Barack Obama gets to play even more golf while setting up his own lucrative foundation, and America continues on the path he set 8 years ago.
The only possible fly in the ointment is whomsoever the Republicans nominate.  Because their convention is prior to the Democrats, the Republicans will have been running against Hillary Clinton for the better part of the past 4 years and will have little time to switch attack gears.  Stay tuned, America!
I thought that you might like to know.
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