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Springfield, VA – The 2020 Presidential election ends in 10 days.  The campaigns of the Democratic and Republican candidates cannot have been more different.   The incumbent President, Donald J. Trump, has been out on the campaign trail continuously holding rallies and events for his supporters.  Yesterday he made speeches in several locations in “battleground states.”  His opponent, former Vice-President Joseph Biden, has, almost exclusively, remained at his home in Delaware making conducting occasional virtual events with news outlets around the country.  
The Democratic strategy appears to be simply to stoke such intense hatred for President Trump that it does not matter who their candidate is or what he stands for.  If they can convince sufficient Americans that Trump is evil and dangerous, their candidate can cruise to victory by simply avoiding mistakes.  So far, Biden and his handlers have been rather good at this.  They have used the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic as a bludgeon to blame Trump for not doing enough, or for taking incorrect action, to alleviate the deadly effects of the virus.   Biden has not been pressed to state exactly what he would have done differently other than to throw more federal money at PPE (personal protection equipment).  This approach has also been used successfully during the past three years to blame every damaging weather event - hurricane, wild fire, flooding, drought, extreme heat, extreme cold, anything - on Trump due to his views on man-made climate change.
Trump has not helped to reduce the animosity against him during the past four years.   His words, tweets,  and actions have been offensive to many, especially  college-educated women who view him as a misogynistic pig.  The Democrats have seized upon these feelings to inflame these views through a constant barrage of stories in the media, most of which has been highly critical of every breath taken by the President.   Their pitch is that discerning Americans should not only dislike Trump, but should hate his guts.  Based on several conversations I have had with many local women, the strategy is working supremely.  Simply mentioning the President will initiate a diatribe about what a terrible person he is and how much they are looking forward to voting him out of office.  I am not sure what their reaction will be if Mr. Trump is reelected.  Exploding heads, anyone?
What is interesting is the chemistry of this hatred.  In general, it seems to be far more personal than policy-driven.  Many of the Trump haters can point to no particular issue which angers them;  it is simply his existence.   A prime example of this trend is the Republican faction called The Lincoln Project.  There mission, according to their website, is to “Defeat President Trump and Trumpism.”  They go on to state, “Electing Democrats who support the Constitution over Republicans who do not is a worthy effort.”   The founders of this group consist of disaffected Republicans who, apparently, have an axe to grind with President Trump for various reasons.  One is a columnist for the Washington Post, perhaps the most virulent press outlet opposed to Trump.  Another is a LGBTQ+ member who loathes Trump’s perceived animosity to gays.  Several worked for some of Trump’s Republican primary adversaries (McCain, Kasich, etc) who are still bitter about the manner in which Trump treated their bosses.  The Lincoln Project is awash in funds (some of which is undoubtedly from Democrats who gleefully welcome the support of all who hate Trump) and has been spending voluminous money on ads to defeat the President.  Critics of this “project” suspect that many of its founders are looking for jobs in a Biden administration as “bi-partisan” members.
Hatred of a political opponent is not new in American politics.  Countless Presidents, including Abraham Lincoln, were loathed by many.  What is different this year is that hatred is the basis of the campaign strategy of the Democratic Party this year.  When political polls early last year showed that a “generic Democrat” could easily defeat President Trump, the Democrats realized that nominating anyone with minimum “negatives” would be their best option.  This fact caused them to turn to “good ole” Joe Biden who was the least polarizing national figure they had (as opposed, for example, to Bernie Sanders or Elizabeth Warren).  They then promptly adopted a strategy of hiding Biden as much as possible (the COVID pandemic was a great aid in this plan) in order to minimize any chance for him to “mess it up” by saying something which would lose votes (e.g., shutting down the country or ending all oil and gas).  
The Democrat plan was simple:  Let the HATE win!   Will this strategy be successful?  We will soon find out.
I thought you might like to know.
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