Stupendous Store

by

Eyes Right

Windsor, ME – “If we ain’t got it, you don’t need it!”  This is the proud proclamation of Hussey’s General Store located here at the intersection of Maine routes 32 and 105.  After spending the better part of an hour browsing through three floors of merchandise occupying 30,000 square feet, I would have to agree.

A violent summer thunderstorm had just passed through Kennebec County, leaving trees across most roads and knocking out power to many homes in the county.  But Hussey’s was full of shoppers looking for needs and I-don’t-need-it, but-it-is-so-cool-that-I-have-to-have-its. Let me give you some examples.  You want Buck Lickers?  Hussey’s has them, in several different flavors.  Oh, Buck Lickers are salt blocks to attract deer.  You suddenly found THE ONE?  Hussey’s has wedding dresses, in sizes 6 to 24, including mother-of-the-bride and bridesmaid dresses.  So do not let the matter of the proper dress keep you from the spur of the moment hitching.

Of course, Hussey’s has a full array of groceries, produce, and meat – much as any typical supermarket.  But where else is a featured item a 40 lb. box of chicken leg quarters, priced to sell for only $19.90?  If you think that fowl is foul, perhaps you would prefer some Dorr Pond Farm venison.  Hussey’s has it.

If your preference is to shoot your own bambi, rather than the icky farm-raised variant, no problem.  Just step over to the sporting goods section, where you can buy virtually any firearm known to man [in this case, the male noun is the correct version].  There is about 100 ft. of wall space with associated cabinets devoted to rifles, shotguns, muzzle loaders, pistols, howitzers (just kidding on that one – I think) and the ammo and accessories associated with shooting stuff.  Naturally, all of the hunting paraphernalia a fellow could want is also available.  Sitting on a display case is a stuffed beaver with an eye patch  with a sign that pretty much captures the mood, “You can shoot his eye out.”

There is equal space for fishing supplies.  I bought a jar of salmon eggs “guaranteed to work.”  [Not only did they not “work,” they did not help catch any fish].  I also bought some fake worms “containing no plastic,” but covered with fish attracting scents [also a loser for me].  Every lure possible seemed to be there, for both fresh and salt-water fishing.

Perhaps you are down on your luck, and want something more reliable than the lottery.  Hussey’s can help you. Try the Garrett Gravity Trap Gold Panning Kit (for only $44.95). According to the blurb on the package, YOU can find an ounce of gold a day virtually anywhere in the USA.  Do the math.  Gold is going for about 600 bucks an ounce, so you can easily pay for this device in less than 45 minutes!! 

There is also a used book section, and if you are a fan of old 78 RPM records, Hussey’s has them for only $1.00 each. There are also well supplies, boating supplies, metal clothesline posts, and a full floor of hardware, furniture, and appliances.  And the signs are everywhere.  Two of my favorites were, “If you can read this, you are in range,” and “Wanted, Good Woman, Must Have Own Harley.”

Hussey’s has been serving central Maine for 83 years and is now in the third generation of Hussey ownership.  I hope that it sticks around another 83 years or so.
I thought you might like to know.
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