Student Selections 

by

Eyes Right

Springfield, VA   -   For the past 20 years I have asked my students three questions at the end of the school year : (1) What would you like to be doing 10 years from now?   (2) What do you have to do to make #1 happen?  (3) What will you remember in 10 years about this class?

My students are all 11th and 12th graders in a suburban high school setting.  They are all Physics students.  Their ethnicities are varied, as one might expect in the suburbs of Washington, DC.  In terms of family finances, most would fall into the “middle class” sector, although some are on public assistance.  Most of the students go on to either community college or a 4-year university.

The only additional request for information I solicit is that for question #1 the student should focus on what profession, whether he/she desires to be married, how many children, what part of the world to be living in – just a general snapshot of what the students would like life to be like for themselves 10 years from now.  I tell them to think about the questions for at least 5 minutes before they write.  (This requirement turns out to be the most difficult aspect for many).  

The results have been remarkably consistent over the years.  Of course, there are now new professions mentioned, which did not exist 20 year ago (e.g., network engineer), but, on the whole, students continue to focus primarily on materialistic futures with little mention of altruistic careers.  Most want to be rich, have fast cars, live in a large home with two children and a dog.

Only 4 percent expressed a desire to work with the less fortunate, and 4 percent intend to enter military service.  One student (6’8”, 315 lbs.) hopes to play professional football. Approximately one fourth of the students hope to be engineers (not surprising, as it is a Physics class). The next most popular profession was the medical field, with 15 percent indicating a desire to work in medicine as a doctor or nurse.  In keeping with current composition of medical schools, a higher percentage of females intend to become doctors than their male counterparts. 

The most unusual occupational choice this year was made by a girl, who wants to be a dog/cat food sales representative.  She has an after-school job in a vet’s office and has apparently decided that (1) she does not like animal fluids of any type, and (2) does like the money opportunities in the small animal field.

The marriage issue was remarkably split along gender lines.  90 percent of the girls want to be married in 10 years, while less than half that number of the boys see themselves married at age 28.  Twenty percent of the females want to be stay-at-home-moms. No one wanted over three children.  Several of my Asian-American students worried about finding an acceptable mate of their own ethnicity who would be acceptable to their parents.  None of the students indicated a preference for a same-sex relationship, although national statistics suggest that some will follow that course.  And none told me that they were hoping to become criminals, but, again, statistically, several of these students will spend some of their future behind bars.

So there you have it:  a quick, anecdotal look at the dreams and hopes of our current teens.  Based on my own experience, I always suggest that they do this exercise in pencil.

I thought you might like to know.
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