 Snow Daze 
by

Eyes Right

Springfield, VA – It’s been a rough winter in terms of snow.  In fact, it has been record-setting.  Our area has received more snow this winter than any recorded year in the past.  

It began during the week before Christmas when we received about 18 inches.  That caused our local school system to close for the final three days before the winter holiday break.  We then had a break from the snow until late January, when several storms hit the area sequentially.  Although measurements vary from community to the next, our total here was about 24 inches for the first, followed a few days later by another foot or so.
The result has been a total shutdown of most businesses and services.  Even the federal government shut down for nearly a week.  The subway system (it is called The Metro here) stopped all above-ground service for a week; basically everything came to a stand-still.  Most school systems in the area have been closed for the past two weeks.  
It is not an easy task to deal with this magnitude of snow.  Although the main roadways are now clear, there are still many side-streets in residential areas which have not been cleared sufficiently to allow easy passage.  Even a week after the last snow has fallen, many sidewalks remain covered with several feet of snow.  Even homeowners who have diligently cleaned their own sidewalks have found frustration when they come out the next morning to find that snowplows have pushed/dumped another few feet of snow on the sidewalks from the streets.  There are now icy berms of snow 6 to 8 feet high blocking sidewalks at most intersections.  
If one wants to go for a walk, often the only option is to use the streets and hope that the drivers who pass by are very careful.  This afternoon I nearly had to dive into a snow bank on the side of the road when a fellow in a SUV intentionally swerved toward me and then laughed as I tried to jump aside.  When I rose by hands in exasperation, I saw that he was defiantly giving me the finger out of his window as he sped away.  Go figure!
I mention all of this because the schools have had to close for yet another day.  Although the road crews have done, in general, a particularly exceptional job of clearing most roads, the condition of the sidewalks mean that those children who walk to schools will still have to navigate the streets along with the cars, just as I did today.  And, even if there are no other psychopaths trying to knock off pedestrians on the side of the roads, it will still be an extremely dangerous situation.  If even one youngster suffers injury, whether minor or fatal, there will be a thunderous outcry that school should not have been open, or that the famous “someone” should have done “something.”
The other problem facing the school system is the number of days of class missed due to the snow.  In Virginia state law mandates that school systems conduct 180 days of class or 990 hours of instruction each school year.  There are ways for school systems to “game” these numbers (for example, any day on which lunch is served counts as a full school day), but it is impossible, no matter how clever or creative you are, to get around the school days requirement when you have exceeded the number of allotted snow days by 14.  It appears that the school system will now use the total hours gambit by lengthening the school days in order to meet that part of the rule.  Students will hate this, most teachers will not mind (since most of us are there long after school closes anyway), and the school year will not have to be extended or modified.
In the meantime, if you would like to shovel some snow, I can help you out on that desire!
I thought you might like to know.
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