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Eyes Right

Washington, DC – The continuing crisis in Iran seems to have captured the attention of most Americans.  There is one large group, however, which seems to be relatively indifferent to this crisis – and its implications.  I am talking about our younger generation between 15 and 25 years old.
Their apathy may be saddening to some of us, but it should not be surprising.  In discussions with numerous youths here in the Washington, DC area, I have found few, if any, who will profess either a strong allegiance to their own country or an feeling of obligation to participate in its defense.  Most indicated to me that the Iranians should return the captive Americans, but none were willing to fight if armed hostilities erupt.  Their concept of the military is that it is the responsibility of someone else – certainly not them.

The volunteer Army is now a mirror of this lack of commitment.  Those who do enlist are almost exclusively from poor or disadvantaged families.  Most middle and upper class youth are so removed from the concept of national service that their only thoughts concerning the military are caricatures from situation comedies on television.

Still, these same youngsters are highly vocal about their “rights” as Americans.  One group at Howard University (in Washington, DC) has gone to court to attempt the university from giving a basic competency examination to college seniors as a condition of their degree.  This group is actually arguing that they have a “right” not to be examined.

Members of this same age group recently trampled eleven of their peers to death while fighting their way into a rock concert in Cincinnati.  One can only wonder how many of this same group would be willing to rush our embassy in Tehran to free their fellow Americans.  Sadly, I am betting zero.

I thought you might like to know.
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