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Greenville, ME – Who knew that Alice Cooper, the hard rocker, was clairvoyant?  In his 1972 tune, School’s Out, he screamed words which have come eerily true 48 years later during this ongoing Covid-19 pandemic - at least in most areas of the United States.   The lyrics to his song, School’s Out, captures our current situation precisely:
School’s out for summer
School’s out forever
School’s been blown to pieces
No more pencils, no more books
No more teacher’s dirty looks
Although the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) is strongly recommending that American  children return to school this fall, it appears that in many states, “it ain’t happening.”  The reasons are varied, but typically are based on stated concerns for the health and safety of the students and the teachers.  In some school districts, teacher unions are refusing to allow their members to return to the classroom “until it is safe for the students and the teachers.”    Some states are facing mandates by their Governors that the only schooling that can be done in public schools is virtual, i.e., via online means.   And some parents are not willing to send their children to school because of virus-related concerns (the child will become infected and bring the disease home for other family members, some of whom may be high-risk).
The bottom line is that for many American youngsters, there will be no meaningful education this fall.  Even if a safe, effective vaccine is developed and produced for 300 million people in the U.S.,  it will not be able to be administered to even a fraction of the populace until sometime in 2021, at the earliest.  Given the well-known aversion by many to vaccines in general, and flu vaccines in particular, there will be a significant segment of our population who will remind unvaccinated.   So....at a minimum, in view of having missed essentially all of the past semester of classes this spring, those children who are not allowed, or are unable, to attend classes in schools this fall will have missed a full year of education.  And in view of the uncertainties associated with vaccines, this truancy could last even longer....much longer - no one currently knows.
Children are a nation’s most precious, and irreplaceable resource.  Obviously how they grow up and what they learn to do determines the future of a country.  History has continually demonstrated that an uneducated populace does not portend well for that nation - particularly in view of our “modern, information-age” society.  To quote from the CDC website, “Aside from a child’s home, no other setting has more influence on a child’s health and well-being than their school.”
And, please, do not tell me that online education is a satisfactory alternative.  Essentially every study of what took place this spring with “distance learning” indicated that it was close to a total failure.  The learning losses were greater the lower the grade level.  How, do you successfully teach a first grade class via Zoom?   I know a group of parents who will be paying big money to send their youngsters to private school (which will be open) rather than having their child sit in front of an iPad for six hours.  And, no surprise, according to the CDC, “the lack of in-person educational opportunities disproportionately harms low-income and minority children and those living with disabilities.”
There are obvious villains.  The first group that comes to mind are teachers who refuse to return to the classroom.  Just who do they think they are????  How can such a person face the checkout clerk at Walmart, the bank teller, the public safety personnel, their fellow citizens in the health care industry?????  What makes these teachers so special?  Those who will not teach in classrooms should be given an unpaid leave of absence and replaced.by someone willing to take their 10-month-a year, decently paid job.  (I taught in public high schools for over 25 years). The other villains are elected officials who are keeping schools closed for overt political reasons under the guise of safety.  Hopefully there is a particularly harsh location in the deepest hell for this group.
Here is the bottom line:  open the schools NOW.  Take the obvious health precautions, of course, but we cannot play this indefinite waiting game while our most vulnerable students and their families are seeing their futures destroyed.
Ominously the final lyrics in Cooper’s song do not bode well for our children:
We might not come back at all
School’s out forever
School’s out for summer
School’s out with fever
School’s out completely.
Let’s hope that Alice is wrong on this part.
I thought you might like to know.
E-R
P.S.  Alice Cooper, whose real name is Vincent Damon Furnier, is still playing concerts worldwide at age 72.  If you see a video of his current stage persona, it is not a pretty sight.

