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Novato, CA – Nature remains generally beyond our control.  Although we bridge rivers, shelter against the elements, and even harness all sorts of natural energy for our needs, there are still frequent reminders that we are often not in control.  The recent January rains here in northern California have been a sobering reminder of man’s continuing vulnerability.
As heavy rain steadily drenched this region for three days, I watched the growing uneasiness of most Marin County residents.  Although many of these highly affluent citizens are typically unconcerned about such bourgeois worries as the weather, there was a sudden realization that Mercedes are no better than Fords on flooded streets and that mud slides are an equal opportunity menace.  In fact, most of the homes threatened by those mud slides were elegant, insanely expensive structures perched on hillsides with scenic views of San Francisco Bay.

Flood waters surged along streets and even freeways normally filled with commuters.  A small creek two blocks from our temporary home here on an Air Force base jumped its banks near an overpass and formed a new bed down the street of a nearby subdivision.  Homes which no one previously would have considered to be possibly threatened by flood waters were now having to cope with several feet of water throughout the lower floors.  Proximity to streams was not necessarily a criterion for damage. After 13 inches of rain, everything has become a potential conduit for the excess water.  Downtown Novato was now a lake.
Throughout this natural disaster there were the usual excesses of human behavior.  Commendably, many risked their own lives to save the lives and property of others.  On the other hand, some chose to take advantage of the obvious vulnerability of their neighbors by looting, while others scalped for boat services.  Overall, however, there was a sense of camaraderie and benevolence after the initial shock and frustration began to wane.  A good case can be made for frontier justice as due punishment for those vermin who chose to loot.

Cleanup and recovery operations will continue for several months.  For those who lost their homes and loved ones, there can never be total recovery.  Fortunately, such losses were generally rare, but the lesson learned was nearly universal:  mankind exits at the pleasure of the universe.
I thought you might like to know.
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