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Bangor, ME - Recently we drove 75 miles from our camp here in NW Maine to Bangor, our “big city,” to treat ourselves to take in Steve Martin and Martin Short’s performance, “Now You See Them, Soon You Won’t” at the Cross Insurance Center.  It was a pricey excursion; our two tickets cost $239.95 - that was $200 for the seats with the rest going to taxes and the onerous “service charges” of Ticketmaster.
It was perhaps the best entertainment value I have experienced.   For two hours Martin and Short put on a comedic and musical performance which elicited nearly continuous laughter from the large crowd (several thousan) in attendance.   Both are veteran stand-up comedians and having worked together for many years on stage, television, and movies (e.g. Three Amigos), they interact seamlessly with perfect comic timing.  The show began with a series of videos from previous performances on Saturday Night Live and their movies.  Most of the audience were intimately familiar with this aspect of their work and howled with laughter as each short clip was shown on large screens around the venue.  
Steve Martin was the first to come on stage.  He was greeted in a manner akin to a rock star.  He responded with some classic stand-up material before introducing Martin Short.  For the next 30 minutes they engaged in back-and-forth humor roasting each other, often involving photos of their childhood on the large screen behind them.  Because both are veteran musicians and singers, their routine involved a piano player and even three “volunteers” from the audience who donned “Three Amigos” Mexican hats for a bit while Martin and Short sang.  
The only set on the stage consisted of a piano and two large sofa-style chairs where the two comedians often sat while bantering back and forth with one-liners and funny stories about their families.  The musical highlight of the show came in the second hour (there was no intermission) when Martin brought out the Grammy-award winning Steep Canyon Rangers, a 6-member bluegrass band.  Martin has long been a very accomplished banjo player, and he has performed with this group for years.  All the members of the band, except the fiddler, are from North Carolina (most were UNC grads) and are an exciting group to hear.  They exhibited perfect harmony on several songs, and the fiddler, Nicky Sanders, was undoubtedly the best I have heard.  While he did a tune with the band which featured his playing, he literally bounced all over the stage whipping his bow back and forth on the fiddle at an unbelievably furious rate creating an incredible range of notes.  Interestingly, he was initially trained as a classical violinist.
At the end of the show, Martin and Short returned for a short encore with even more jokes.  The audience stood cheering for over two minutes after they finally left.  It would be accurate to opine that a good time was had by all.
What I find interesting about the show is that it is part of an international tour that takes the entire show to a series of venues often three nights in a row in cities which are not that close to each other. This show was their third in a row after nights in Massachusetts and New York. Later this month they play Carmel, Indiana (a suburb of Indianapolis which is known as “The Roundabout Capital of the U.S......little known fact to use in your next trivia competition or if you are on Jeopardy), then Windsor, Ontario (across the river from Detroit), then New Bedford, Michigan (near Michigan State University).  They then will do 3-night gigs in California and Vegas before coming back east to Pennsylvania and Atlantic City.  In November they will be performing five shows in Australia, going from Perth on the west coast to Sydney in the east.  After retuning to the U.S. they will be in Florida in early 2000, exactly a year after beginning this rigorous tour.  I suspect that they may add additional dates after that.
I mention this itinerary because it gives some idea of the rigor of a show business tour, particularly since Martin is 74 and Short is 69.  In addition to the shows themselves and the voluminous travel, they also have to be involved in the obligatory rounds of late night and daytime TV shows and other events to promote the shows.   I might also add that this is not the first tour for Martin and Short - they have been doing these gigs together since at least 2015 and still use many of the same bits and gags, but they certainly gave the impression of having a good time - while making millions.  Good on ’em!
I thought you might like to know.
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