Ready for Chaos?
by
Eyes Right 
Springfield, VA – I am reasonably hopeful (not optimistic) that we will ultimately survive the ongoing COVID-19 medical crisis.   I am not at all hopeful that our nation is prepared to handle what I perceive to be the inevitable social crisis which results when many of our fellow citizens have no food.
It is a well-known fact that many American families have virtually no savings.  Many live paycheck to paycheck, and some have maxed out their credit cards.  With many of these families now out of work due to the corona virus, they have no resources to feed themselves.   Politicians understand this fact and are rushing legislation to get money into the hands of these individuals by sending funds quickly to everyone, poor or rich.  There appears to be no time for differentiation of requirements..
Unfortunately the sum of money being mentioned, a few thousand here and there, will quickly be used and more infusions of cash will be necessary in the months ahead.  These vast sums of federal money will be in addition to other large sums being pledged to bail out affected industries, such as airlines, cruise lines, and countless other businesses being ravaged by the economic effects of the virus.

In spite of these efforts, there will be large numbers of Americans (and non-citizens living here) who will not receive this money, or who will use it quickly and unwisely.  For these individuals desperation will increase, so much so that attempts to gather food will cross legal boundaries.  I am talking flash mobs who race into grocery stores and other businesses to grab whatever is available.  The crowd of desperadoes will be joined by opportunists who see this plight as a convenient excuse to “get some free stuff.”

So what does government do in such a scenario?  Is there a mayor who will order that looters be shot?  I doubt it.  Is there a governor who will call out the National Guard to restore order?  Oh, the Guard may well be called out, but what will be their given parameters of action to maintain order?   Unless they have been directed to use force, there is no scenario that I can imagine which will keep desperate individuals from doing whatever is necessary to obtain food.  Some form of force will have to be the prescription to safeguard order, but how will that play in the political arena, especially if there is a racial component involved???  You can imagine how this will be covered in the news industry and on social media.
And will individual citizens be allowed to use force to guard their own homes and possessions?  If it is known that widow Jones has food in her home (or possessions of any type), how will she be protected?  Obviously law enforcement cannot be everywhere.  If retired Colonel Smith uses his shotgun to ward off home invaders, will he be prosecuted if some of the aggressors are injured or killed?  In short, how will social order be maintained?

Authoritarian regimes typically do not have to face these issues, or if they do, the use of force is a given.  But in a democracy, where a contingent of politicians have already, pre-virus, been calling for a radical re-distribution of wealth, there are many unanswered questions.   There is a long history of democratic capitalist societies taking measures to protect those who have wealth or even modest possessions by legislating sufficient redistribution measures to calm the masses.  The graduated income tax here in the U.S. is an excellent example.  Legislators create laws to “tax the rich” so that most have just enough not to riot.  This approach, or social contract, has worked reasonably well for the past 100 years in America:  “Here is some of my money….please do not riot or rob me.”
Unfortunately severe, totally unforeseen, jolts, as we are now experiencing with this virus, create economic dislocations of such great magnitude that “normal” redistribution schemes are insufficient to quell the masses.  In view of the fact that our nation is less than 8 months from national elections, expect to hear louder voices from opportunistic politicians who view the crisis as a pathway to election.

I do not know if the U.S. will be subject to martial law as we try to survive the enormous economic discontinuities which are almost inevitable.  There will be desperate Americans.  How we handle their plight is not being openly discussed in most quarters.  I recommend that the dialogue begin now.
I thought you might like to know.
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