Rabid Rally
by

Eyes Right

Scotland, CT   -  A few weeks ago the Ku Klux Klan held a rally in a cow pasture near this small eastern Connecticut city.  This was the first known KKK rally in Connecticut in recent memory, and it attracted considerable media attention.  In fact, there were more reporters covering the event than actual Klan members present.  There was so much media coverage that a telephone poll discovered that 9 of 10 state residents knew of the rally.
As it turned out, the rally itself was a virtual non-event.  The hate-mongers in their robes chanted a few slogans and concluded the assembly with the symbolic cross burning.  There was, however, considerable energy exerted by reporters trying to corner a Klansman – any Klansman – for an interview for the evening news or for the next day’s early edition.  The world’s greatest press agent could not have possibly achieved better coverage of this rally for the Klan.

Certainly a meeting of the KKK in the Northeast U.S. is a news event.  Yet the extreme response of the media was a major factor in the KKK achieving far greater exposure than their meager numbers could alone have generated.  In fact, the Klansmen were ecstatic about the widespread publicity and seemed very pleased with their successful manipulation of the news media. 

I thought you might like to know.
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