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Point Reyes, CA - This is wild country.  The weather changes hourly and is typically harsh.  Fog often engulfs the entire region.  Hillside slopes and valley bottoms are covered with tall, dense brush, mostly poison oak and stinging nettles.  Even the underground is in turmoil:  the San Andreas Fault traverses directly under the region from north to south.
Francis Drake, the English explorer, is alleged to have beached his ship, Golden Hinde, near here in the summer of 1579.  Although his visit was over 400 years ago, much of the scenery is undoubtedly the same.  This fact stands in direct contrast to the total metamorphosis of most of the California coastline from its original pristine condition to condo-mania today.  Point Reyes initially escaped such brutality due to its own ruggedness, but now due to the protective am of the federal government which authorized its preservation as a National Seashore in 1962.  Over 65,000 acres along this coastline are protected.  There are some residents and ranchers who have retained rights of use and occupancy, but their presence is unobtrusive and largely unnoticed.
Point Reyes is truly a naturalist’s delight.  There are numerous hiking trails, several of which cross chaparral ridges and California laurel valleys on their way to the seashore.  There are interesting geological formations, including tunnels and caves, in several areas along the seashore.  Birds are everywhere; over 350 different species have been sighted here.  Raccoons and foxes are also numerous, and there are herds of sea lions and Tule elk.  From December to February gray whales pass within view of the shore on their southward migration.
On days when it is difficult to say anything positive about the role of government, you may want to think of Point Reyes.  God made it beautiful, but it is now the Federal government helping to keep it that way.
I thought you might like to know.
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