Passing Gas 

by

Eyes Right

Ashburn, VA   -   I have had occasion to visit Dulles International Airport here on the outskirts of Washington, DC several times in the past few weeks.  Each time I have come away extremely disappointed with missed opportunities by our elected leaders to address energy issues.
There is little doubt that the world, at least as we know it now, is facing dwindling supplies of petroleum products as we proceed through the 21st century.  At present, the U.S. is dependent on large quantities of imported oil, much of which originates in politically unstable regions.  This scenario drives much of our foreign policy and has had the effect of sustaining troublesome regimes and/or leading us to armed conflicts.  Concurrently we choose, primarily for environmental reasons, not to develop oil reserves within our own borders.   The direct result of these policies is dramatically higher prices not only for all of our petroleum needs, but also for almost everything else dependent on transportation, such as food and most of our basic needs.
The real tragedy of this scenario is that there are many options available immediately which, if implemented, could lessen the problem considerably while we search for alternative fuels.  Here at the airport, for example, there is a steady procession of gasoline powered vehicles making short trips back and forth from parking lots and car rental agencies to the terminal.  Each of these can easily be powered by electric motors with the daily energy requirements provided by batteries charged each night from standard electrical outlets.  

Mandating electrical vehicles for short, repetitive use is a total win-win decision.  Not only do we reduce our dependence on expensive imported oil, we concurrently reduce emission pollution and noise levels.  If the federal government is dragging its feet, state or local governments can take the lead by passing legislation to bring about these changes in their areas of responsibility.  
Even without national legislative action, the Executive Branch can mandate that all postal vehicles currently used for local mail delivery be electric.  Once again, the logic would appear obvious.  The mail trucks which come to our street each day can easily be re-charged at night for use the following day.  They are ideally suited for conversion to battery power.  Other privately owned delivery companies would also seem to be ideal candidates to use electric vehicles.  Basically any vehicle which makes only short trips on a daily basis should be electric.
So what is being done?  From what I can determine, virtually nothing.   Legislators and other elected officials, both local and national, seem to prefer to talk about energy shortages rather than taking bold moves to actually tackle the issue.  We have available now an entire shopping list of viable alternatives for ground transportation which do not require petroleum products.  These alternatives should be implemented immediately.

As far as I know, no one has a plausible method of air transport which does not involve aviation gas.  So, if we wish to continue to enjoy air travel, we need to save our scarce oil products for those areas which absolutely have to use gasoline, while converting most other forms of transportation to currently available alternative fuels, such as electricity.  In the meantime, we can continue the technological search for new energy sources.
Obviously, electricity must be generated using some form of energy, but, even at present, the U.S. has several viable options.  Not only have we not sufficiently tapped our solar and wind resources, we also have hundreds of years of reserves of coal in addition to the expertise and experience to use nuclear energy to generate as much electricity as needed.  Producing the electricity for our energy needs is not the problem.  What we are lacking is the leadership to make it happen.   Are there any politicians out there listening??  

I thought you might like to know.
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