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Greenville, ME – There has been a lot of concern lately about events taking place nightly in Portland, Oregon.   Politics have become involved with each side, right and left, both convinced that the other is at fault.  The truth is that the vast majority of Americans, including yours truly, have no idea what is actually happening.
Unless one is on the actual scene each evening, with access to both the protesters and the law enforcement personnel, it is impossible to know what has been taking place.  People on the right allege that the demonstrations may have peaceful components simply attempting to protest racial injustice and/or police brutality, but have been infiltrated by radical groups, such as Antifa or drug gangs or anarchists or __________ who stoke violence with the intent to foment riots.  Those on the left allege that the protests are absolutely peaceful until police thugs/fascists/storm troopers/___________ attack innocents with brutal force.   Opinions have no middle ground here.
When newspaper or media outlets cover the Portland events, it is presented through a lens favorable to their ideological thrust. Left-leaning outlets show only shots of law enforcement officers bashing protesters or unidentified police units grabbing people to throw them into unmarked cars to be whisked away.  Right-leaning outlets film people throwing fire bombs into federal buildings or black-clad anonymous rioters wearing the outfits associated with anarchist groups.  In short, there is no unbiased coverage of the events taking place in Portland.  Everyone has an agenda.
What I learned throughout many interactions with both print and film media is that the primary purpose of the reporting is for the reporter to get her/his story published and for the news outlet to have stories which sell their product or increase ratings.  Every photo or film clip that I have been in, whether while I in the Navy, as a classroom teacher, a writer, or as a heart transplant recipient has been “framed.”  No one simply shows up and takes your photo or does filming without first ensuring that the photo or film will enhance the story line which is being told.  For example, when my family and I were being profiled by The Washington Post in the early 1980’s as victims of vindictive Navy bureaucratic action, the photographer who was with the reporter doing the story asked if we had a family dog.  When I said yes, he said, “Get the dog...it needs to be in the photo.”  The reporter, a fellow named Neil Henry, added, “My story is  designed to portray you in a sympathetic manner as the victim.....you cannot do any better than a family with a dog....make certain that each of you look sad....real sad.” 
My point is that every newspaper, wire service or television story covering the events in Portland has been framed.  You see and read only what the reporter and her/his crew want you to see.  If the intent is to show police brutality, that is all you will see.  If you are supposed to see only anarchists creating mayhem, that is what will be presented.   As far as I can determine, there has been no objective coverage of these nightly events.  
You also cannot rely on the comments and actions of politicians, local or state-wide, to provide accurate reporting.  Because the mayor of Portland and essentially all of the elected state-wide officials in Oregon are left-leaning Democrats, they have agendas which play to their base support.   Even national politicians, of both parties, have shown no reluctance to weigh in, although none of them has been to Oregon to see first-hand what is taking place.  With 100 days remaining to national elections, do not expect to see any changes in this mud-slinging nonsense.
I repeat my original premise:  I have no idea what is taking place in Portland, Oregon or what to do about it.  And neither do you.
I thought you might like to know.
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