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Springfield, VA – This term has simmered up to the top of my consciousness as I have been observing the campaigns associated with 2016 Presidential election between Donald Trump and Hillary Clinton.  The definition of these three words when used as a descriptor is fairly consistent in all dictionaries, that is, the literal use, “A performing animal (especially a pony) that knows only one trick.”   It is the idiomatic use which has applicability today, “A person or group noteworthy for only a single achievement, skill, or characteristic.”  For example, if a basketball player is retained on an NBA roster strictly for his ability to successfully shoot 3-point shots, he might be called a “one trick pony.”
I have been unable to find any consensus on the origin of the term.  Some ascribe it to a 1980 Paul Simon album which had this title.  When asked about its origin, Simon swore that he thought it up.  I doubt this, if only because I heard the term myself much earlier as I was growing up in Kentucky.  Most observers seem to agree that the origin was associated with the small traveling road shows in the U.S. in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.  These acts, which traveled through small towns and rural areas, typically involved performing animals, usually dogs and ponies.  Hence the somewhat derogatory term, “a dog and pony show.”  Apparently, some of these shows used animals which were limited in their repertoire of performing skills.  This deficiency led patrons dissatisfied with the show to complain “that is nothing more than a one trick pony.”

Regardless of the origin, as I watch the onslaught of sexual allegations being leveled by the Democrats at Donald Trump in the final month of the Presidential campaign, my thoughts return to Kentucky and the identical strategy employed by Democrats there in May, 1961 to attempt to defeat an outsider Republican candidate, George Ratterman, who was running for sheriff of Campbell County on a reform platform.
First some background.  Campbell County is located in northern Kentucky, directly across the Ohio River from Cincinnati, Ohio.  For decades, the county was the vice capital of the mid-West.  Large casinos were located there; one, the Beverly Hills Supper Club, was similar in size and content to the best in Vegas at the time.  All the big-name entertainers played there, including Sinatra.  There was also widespread prostitution and crime.  Obviously, knowledge of all of these illegal (in Kentucky) activities was widespread, but opponents and reformers could do nothing because Kentucky law mandated that the state police could not enter a county without the express permission of the sheriff.  Thus, whoever controlled the sheriff controlled the county.  And for as long any locals could remember – as far back as the end of the Civil War - the mob owned the sheriff (who always “retired” fabulously wealthy after one 4-year term in office).

In past elections whenever a reform candidate ran for sheriff, he (it was always a man then) was suddenly confronted with some form of sex scandal just prior to the election and was easily defeated.  One time it was even a minister who was tarred.  

In Ratterman’s case, the Democrats attempted the same ploy.  Ratterman had been a highly successful 4-sport athlete who played college quarterback at Notre Dame, then spent many years playing professional football, most recently for the Cleveland Browns.  So the Democrats recruited a former Notre Dame teammate to come to Cincinnati.  He telephoned Ratterman and asked him to join him for a drink at a downtown hotel there.  The following morning the local newspapers had front-page photos of Ratterman, the father of 10 children,  in bed with a local stripper named April Flowers as the police raided a hotel in Newport, the Kentucky city most rife with corruption across the river from Cincinnati.

The story would have ended there with the same results as always, but the police (who were on the take) allowed Ratterman to be taken to St. Luke Hospital where blood tests revealed that he had been given large quantities of the drug chloral hydrate, which had obviously been slipped into the drinks by his teammate.  

The outcry over this incident propelled Ratterman to an easy victory, and, true to his campaign promises, he proceeded to shut down all the casinos and, with the help of the state police and federal agents, rid the county of the massive corruption and vice.  As far as I can determine, the county has been relatively clean since then.  Interestingly, the Beverly Hills Supper Club burned to the ground in 1977 in a mysterious fire, assumed by most locals to have been an insurance fire.

I relate this story because it would appear that the national Democratic Party is engaging in similar behavior in this Presidential election.  They have found a succession of women who allege sexual misconduct by their outsider opponent, Donald Trump.  There have been no witnesses to corroborate these allegations, nor any physical evidence.  Their allies in the press have gleefully reported each accusation with no caveats or investigations of their own.  

It certainly appears to me that the Democrat party is indeed a one trick pony. 
I thought you might like to know.
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R-rated joke which followed this incident:  What is a Ratterman cocktail?  Answer: it is a cocktail which you drink in May and wake up in April.


