Oblique Observations 

by

Eyes Right

Kodiak, AK  -  Having spent most of this summer on the road, I would like to offer a few general thoughts and impressions.  Our travels have taken us from the Atlantic beaches of North Carolina, north to the backwoods of Maine, west to the cosmopolitan setting of Montreal, south through the Finger Lakes region of New York, west to Spokane and Seattle, far north to Anchorage, and then southwest to Kodiak Island.  We soon embark on a return flight to Virginia via Anchorage and Chicago.

One common denominator of each locale was the ubiquitous WalMart - even here on this remote island dominated by the fishing industry.  It is becoming increasingly difficult to find any location, certainly in North America, that does not harbor the usual suspects of retailing and fast food.  Whether it be the Pizza Hut or the McDonalds, I found none of our destinations wanting for “convenience shopping.”  The homogenization of our continent would appear, sadly, to be well on its way to completion.

Obviously, there are still scores of unique establishments offering local flavor, such as Hussey’s general store in rural Maine and a wonderfully unique restaurant, The Road’s End, here at the end of a dirt road far from civilization.  Visiting these locations requires an investment of time and a sense of adventure, quantities not necessarily apparent in most travelers these days.

What I did notice everywhere was an alarming increase in the number of extremely overweight people.  Once again, I must confess that I am not exactly svelte myself, but I am talking obese porkers.  Even more discouraging is the high number of youngsters with serious weight issues.  In Montreal, for example, I saw literally tons of young women who were, charitably, size 24 or greater.  I saw one young man in Spokane who had a large roll of fat on the back of his head – not his neck, his head.  Overall, he appeared to be pushing 400 pounds, or higher.  

I recognize that I am certainly not the first to note increasing obesity.  Even Leno remarks on American “fatness” on a regular basis in his monologues.  But I was struck by how many folks have apparently given up on a healthy lifestyle.  It is a sad and dangerous trend.

During my travels, there were two items that were major irritants.  The first may seem trivial, but it is one of those silly things in life which grew to become a burr under my saddle.  Electric hand dryers!  These moronic devices now seem to be in every restroom.  Not only do they absolutely not work [patrons puts their hands under the warm air for about 10 seconds, and then in total resignation, wipe their hands on their clothing – watch for yourself, if you don’t believe me].  The World Dryer Corporation not only places these losers in restrooms everywhere but then preaches to us that “dryers help protect the environment.”  Please!

A more serious issue is the absolutely outrageous procedure at airports in which first class passengers either have their own line to pass through TSA security, or, as I watched incredulously in Anchorage, the right to jump the queue and go to the head of the “regular” security line to be processed ahead of the rest of us “regular” passengers who have to wait even longer like total chumps.  When I questioned a TSA agent in Seattle about this procedure, he said, “Hey, I disagree myself, but it comes from Washington.”  Are you as angry about this as I am?  Can a Congressman possibly justify this for us?

I thought you might like to know.
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