Nuclear Noviates 

by

Eyes Right

Arlington, VA - Recently I attended a monthly meeting of the Northern Virginia Coalition for a Nuclear Freeze.  The meeting had been publicized as “Stop vs. Start” in a low key manner (community announcements) in several local newspapers (START is the acronym for the ongoing nuclear weapons talks between the U.S. and the USSR).  A fellow named Matthew Murray, a legislative assistant for Senator Kennedy, was supposed to have been the featured speaker, but he cancelled at short notice due to “problems on the Hill.”

The meeting was held in a church; there were approximately 75 people in attendance.  There were no youth of apparent minority groups present.  In fact, the attendees were predominately women, all of whom looked rather affluent.  Most were over 50.  The program consisted of a 30-minute slide show depicting the horrors of nuclear war narrated by a tape-recorded text.  This was followed by administrative announcements outlining future activities and then an hour-long discussion period.  I was the only non-member present.

The slide show was a slick, professional production designed to scare the wits out of anyone.  In terms of presentation, I have not seen a better sales pitch since a real estate guy cornered me in the late 60’s in Las Vegas trying to sell me land in Florida.   Overall it provided an accurate assessment of the relative sizes of the nuclear arsenals of the U.S. and USSR.  The obvious message was that the large numbers of current nuclear weapons held by each side and their vast destructive potential (as numbered in “equivalent Hiroshimas”) make the procurement of new nuclear weapons redundant and useless.
When I posed a question (apparently deemed to be critical) during the discussion period, everyone turned to stare/glare.  Apparently such meetings are not held to foster legitimate debate, but rather to organize the faithful to better lobby Congress to pass legislation supporting a nuclear freeze.  Nor was there talk of any civil disobedience (a la the current action by independent truckers) or an inclination to risk arrest, in contrast to British demonstrators at a proposed cruise missile base in England.

I came away from the meeting slightly bemused at the naiveté of this group of concerned Americans.  Instead of organizing to defeat specific weapons programs, they are allowing themselves to used by politicians who promise them generalized and essentially useless declarations of good will in return for their vote in November, 1984.  Freezing the numbers of nuclear weapons is like balancing the national budget.  Congressmen love to make pious statements of intent, but most hate to vote against any spending measure which might help their own district, be it a new highway or an improved H-bomb.

If the advocates of a freeze on nuclear weapons really want a freeze, they should take a close look at the current effort by bank to repeal the new law mandating automatic withholding of taxes on interest and dividends scheduled to take effect on July 1.  While the freeze supporters are hosting coffees and selling bumper stickers, the bankers are out playing political hard ball. Want to take any bets on who scores first?
I thought you might like to know.
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