
 No que, pero como??
by
Eyes Right 
Greenville, ME – No matter the language, what President Biden needs to understand about his Afghanistan policy is that the issue is NOT WHAT, BUT HOW?  There has been, and continues to be, a general consensus among most Americans that the time for us to leave this ongoing 20-year tragedy in Afghanistan has long passed.   When Biden’s predecessor, Donald Trump, announced that his goal was to end our presence in Afghanistan by May 1, 2021, there was little outcry - most Americans were fully in support.  Even when Biden extended this deadline four months (for reasons which were never clearly articulated), there was still general agreement that our withdrawal was long overdue and should be accomplished.
The problem, then, was not withdrawing, but how to withdraw. Presumably the best brains within the administration and the U.S. military should have been working on a plan to accomplish the exit by the new date in a safe and orderly manner, as in “take our boys and our toys and go home.”   This apparently, at least judging by the carnage taking place as I write this, did not take place.   What is certain at this juncture is that the U.S. has left billions, big billions, of dollars of equipment behind, most of which is now in the hands of our former adversaries, the Taliban.  Much of these valuable war-fighting weapons were allegedly left for the use of the now-extinct Afghan army which predictably folded like the proverbial cheap tent when given the mission to defend their own country and confront the Taliban.  And far worse, we have lost over a dozen members of our military, with many more injured, and hundreds of innocent Afghans dead and injured.
In two recent press briefings to explain this debacle, President Biden has used President Truman’s famous line, “the buck stops here,” to accept responsibility for the ongoing operation to remove all Americans and cleared Afghans before our troops leave in a few days.   Unfortunately, he then immediately pivots to blaming his predecessor and throwing his military leaders under the bus by claiming that he had the consensus of all before conducting this withdrawal operation.  Whether or not this is correct, I do not know, but if it is the case, Biden should immediately fire this malfunctioning brain trust.  What the President has not mentioned is the role played by his Secretary of State, the Intelligence community, and the National Security Council - did all of these “players” concur with the disastrous exit plan now unfolding?   Did he not ask about worst-case scenarios?
Many of Biden’s supporters take solace in claims that “he is a good man” who is trying to do his best in an extremely difficult scenario which he inherited from his predecessor.  What is not discussed is that President Biden knew exactly what agreement President Trump had forged with the Taliban, and has had eight months since taking office to devise a workable withdrawal plan.  I suspect that Biden’s apparent weakness in this developing horror show can be traced to his professional background:  he has been a politician all his adult life, but has never had the ultimate responsibility for decisions, such as a governor or a CEO in the private sector face on a daily basis.  As both a U.S. senator for 37 years, and Vice-President for 8 years, Biden never once faced the responsibility of making a major decision.  Basically his 45 years of government service was spent in roles that allows one to pontificate on issues, but never face the consequences of analyzing choices and making a life or death decision.  In terms of being ultimately in charge, President Biden is a rookie still learning on the job.
What is equally concerning is that there certainly appears to be some significant behind-the-scene players who are operating Biden like a marionette.  At his news conference today, Biden admitted as much when he announced that “the first person I was instructed to call on was Kelly O’Donnell from NBC.”   This accidentally-provided insight into the inner workings of the Biden White House suggests what many of his shaky public appearances have illustrated, that is, a President who is so weak that he must rely on a cadre of advisors who choreograph his every public move.   So who actually made these terrible decisions on Afghanistan?
I suspect that sooner or later there will be one or more “tell-tale” books written about the Biden White House.   I hope that our nation is still around to read these.
I thought you might like to know.
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