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by
Eyes Right 
Manchester, NH – After a steady diet of big-city newspaper eastern dailies, it is refreshing to read the unabashedly opinionated Manchester Union Leader.  The newspaper receives national attention every four years during the New Hampshire presidential primary election due to the fabled sway of its publisher, William Loeb.  Yet long after the network television reporters flee New Hampshire for other election year stories, the Union Leader continues its daily advocacy of those values dear to its publisher.
There is never any doubt about where The Union Leader stands on an issue.  Editorials are frequently featured on the front page, and the tone is typically strident.  The paper not only endorses candidates, but also vigorously attacks their opponents.  In a recent editorial they nicknamed a candidate for Senate nomination “Daddy Bigbucks.”

All this makes for lively reading.  The Union Leader prides itself on being anything but uninteresting.  It regularly features biblical quotations across the top of the front page, and is particularly proud of its claim of publishing “more letters to the Editor than any other newspaper in the United States.”  In fact, this assertion may well be true.  During the first eight months of this year, The Union Leader had published over 3,000 letters to the Editor taking up 234 full pages.  Loeb’s policy is to publish every letter from New Hampshire residents along with a selection of out-of-states submissions.  A recent daily edition which I read printed 41 letters, including seven from such distant states as Texas and Michigan.
After a week in New Hampshire, I became addicted to Loeb’s brand of journalism.  Even when I did not agree with this political, economic, or philosophical stance, I found myself admiring the fact that he was willing to take sides and be counted on local, national, and international issues.  More importantly, his paper provides an open forum for further discussion of these same issues.  What a refreshing change from The New York Times and The Washington Post!

I thought you might like to know.
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