New Names 
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Springfield, VA – Lauren, Minnie, Kristin, Mindy, Heather, and Megan – these are the names of the seven girls in Mrs. Steiger’s afternoon nursery school here at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church.  The girls in Mrs. Finch’s class have similar names:  Kristin, Danielle, Sonli, Holly, Rebecca, and (not surprisingly) Megan.  My daughter, Emily, has 5-year old classmates whose names seem to have come from the same random alphabet generator:  Allison, Alison, Megan, Amy, Margaret, Lisa, and Michelle.  Where are the Mary’s, Jane’s and Sally’s who used to sit next to us when we were in school?
It is easy to say where they are not.  Today they are not living in suburbia if my informal survey of the neighborhood around here is generalized.  There is not one Mary, Jane, Joan, or Sally among the 125 students in the local nursery school.  It is a fact: “traditional” names, at least for girls, are becoming rarer than soda fountains and slide rules. [ an aside…one might argue that the slide rule was a device invented by sadistic teachers to torture those millions of us who felt that logs (logarithms) were best suited for fireplaces and that its departure was lamented only by degenerates who considered smallpox and polio as character builders].

Our names, however, are a major component of the American historical tradition. Can you imagine what kind of country if our ancestors had given us Dustin and Megan Washington, or Chad and Kirsten Lincoln?

Whereas in former years, many American couples chose to name their children in honor of their Judeo-Christian heritage, current parents seem to favor names reflecting entertainment figures.  This selection may be subconscious. Five hours daily in front of the television hearing fictitious characters such as Erik, Paige and Sonir does tend to affect the mind.  After years of watching and listening to such marginal twaddle, the mind begins to believe that such people do exist….so much so that it seems appropriate to name our children accordingly.

So prepare yourselves, Americans.  If we do ever have a female President, her name may be Kristen or Paige.
I thought you might like to know.
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