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Springfield, VA – I have to hand it to the tobacco companies for sheer chutzpah when it come to advertising.  Recently I have seen several ads in magazines promoting "Natural American Spirit" cigarettes.  Now this is a critical mass of "feel good" words to sell what most people would agree is a dangerous, and even life-threatening, product.  Natural.....brings images of nature and purity.  American.....hey, that is us!...and we are, by definition, great.  Spirit.....great teams have spirit, it is the soul within us, and how can anyone be opposed to spirit? 
You can almost visualize the advertising fellows sitting around brainstorming a way to make tobacco appealing to consumers.  "Ok, we need some way to get around all this negative crap about cigarettes causing cancer, heart disease, and all that other stuff.  What  can we do to re-focus a customer's thoughts when making a purchase decision?......I've got it!!!  Let's play the organic card!!  We can tell everyone that our product is different because it is made with 100% organic tobacco!"  Another advertising woman sitting in on this brainstorming session quickly adds, "We can do even better!!  Let's say that it’s 100% additive-free tobacco."  One more member chirps in, “Let’s not forget natural.  That always sells.” Their boss cleaned up the final copy to read, "From the company that brought you 100% additive-free natural tobacco cigarettes:  Cigarettes made with 100% organic tobacco.  Natural American Spirit offers the only cigarettes made with premium quality, 100% certified organic tobacco."
Of course, this is all crazy nonsense pandering to those in the "touchy-feely" green, tree-hugger crowd who have a guilty urge to smoke.  The ad goes out of its way to lessen the guilt of smoking by telling readers that the company contracts only with "small, independent farmers" who follow a labor-intensive growing regimen without fertilizers or pesticides prohibited by the USDA's (U.S. Department of Agriculture) "National Organic Program."  Accordingly, this tobacco, we are told, must not only be grown on fields that are free for three years of prohibited chemicals, but there must also be a buffer zone between organic fields and conventionally treated fields.  And, "whenever possible, organic farmers use organic compost and plant certain non-tobacco products to replenish the soil's nutrients.  They even grow plants which attract insects that feed on pests."
Really??  Speaking of organic, this advertising copy is also very organic, because it is pure bullshit.  Marketing tobacco by insinuating that it is somehow not only good for you, but wonderful for the environment, is a brilliant ploy, but in no way diminishes the fact that this product can, and often does, kill those who use it.  I say this from personal experience.  I watched my father smoke 3 packs of Lucky Strike cigarettes throughout his adult life until he ultimately endured a debilitating, painful, and fatal battle with emphysema during the last 15 years of his life.  All the time he was smoking those Luckies, the tobacco in it was being grown, by necessity, in a strictly organic manner.  Farmers at that time used manure for fertilizer, rotated crops, and picked tobacco worms off the leaves strictly by hand.  I myself was enlisted by my uncle one summer to work his tobacco fields in southern Indiana tending to the plants and picking, and then squishing by hand, the tobacco worms (which look exactly like tomato worms) on the large tender green leaves.  Organic tobacco killed my father, and the same organic tobacco found in Natural American Spirit cigarettes will harm, and possibly kill, anyone who smokes this product, no matter how glossy the ad and clever the copy.   
I have no idea how those producing this product or aiding in marketing it sleep at night.
I thought you might like to know.
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