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Greenville ME - We have been coming to this remote area of Maine for many years now.  Each time we arrive I see some new category of protest signs along the highways and on many home properties.  Apparently these signs are a traditional method to raise awareness among Mainers to oppose some new plan which will alter their way of life.
For the past several years the item being protested was a proposed East-West highway across northern Maine which would provide a link between the Canadian provinces of Quebec to the west and New Brunswick to the east.  Currently there is no direct route available, and to make such a crossing via car or truck, the vehicle must travel a series of non-direct two-lane roads, many in less than desirable condition.  Many folks here in this part of Maine were strongly opposed to such a new route, with signs saying "STOP THE E-W HIGHWAY!"  This highway idea has been off and on for years, but the latest proposal was for a privately funded toll road, primarily for large trucks which was pitched as the “East-West Transportation, Communication, and Utility Corridor.” It was planned to be anywhere from 500 to 2000 feet in width from Coburn Gore in the west to Calais in the east.  From what I have been able to determine, this plan is now dormant.
This year there are an equal number of new signs proclaiming, "SAVE MOOSEHEAD.  SAY NO TO WIND."   There are also banners across buildings saying much the same.  At the bottom of both is the name of a website, www.mooseheadregionsfuture.com, which opposes this development.  Moosehead is the name of the predominant geographic feature of the area, the largest lake in Maine.  Locals prefer to call the entire area surrounding, and including the lake and many adjacent lakes, the Moosehead Region.  This is not a trivial territory.  It is larger than several U.S. states.     
Other banners and flyers provide more content as to the dispute.  One says, "SAY YES   TO MOOSEHEAD, NO TO INDUSTRIAL WIND."   The issue is a proposal to build wind turbines to generate electricity.  Two power companies have submitted plans to install 50 windmills with turbines on mountain ridges in the area, 26 on a place called Misery Ridge (I am not making this up) and 24 near Burnt Nubble at Big Indian Pond.  It turns out that none of the proposed wind farms would be located near virtually anyone having a home in the immediate area, but the complaint is that the installation of these large structures will permanently ruin the pristine skyline which draws tourists from southern Maine and all over the U.S. to this region.  What really riles up those in opposition is their belief that the real reason for these electrical generating units is not to make clean energy for the region, but to receive tax credits to offset fossil fuel plants owned by these corporations.
Both of the corporations proposing the installations, Everpower and Sun Edison, obtained preliminary approval in 2015 to install test towers to gauge the viability of these locations to produce wind power.  Estimates based on data gathered are that, when installed, the turbines can produce over 150 MW of electrical power annually.  To put this number in perspective, this is approximately enough electricity to provide energy for just over 100,000 homes.
Based on citizen input, a law was recently passed in Maine which mandates that zoning approval must be obtained from the state Department of Environmental Protection for any such new wind installation if 10% of residents in the affected area sign petitions to oppose it.  Apparently not enough signatures have yet been obtained.  A complicating factor is that one of the corporations, Sun Edison, has recently filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection.
It appears to me that this dispute is simply one of the latest in the battle over electricity production.  Everyone loves to use electricity and is quick to complain if it is not available 24/7/365.  But no one wants electricity generated anywhere remotely near them. Because wind power is a "clean" source of energy, opponents must couch their arguments against it carefully to avoid being “anti-green.”  Hence, we see the conversation being steered in different directions such as…..it will detract from land values, it will spoil viewsheds (a term I had never seen previously), it will decrease tourism (the main source of revenue here other than the lumber industry).  Similar battles are taking place across the U.S. whenever new plans are submitted for electricity generation, no matter the means of production.  Ask any company attempting to build a new nuclear power plant, or to install a large solar farm, or to capture tidal energy along a sea coast.   The acronym, NIMBY (not in my backyard) would appear to need updating to NIMR, NOT IN MY REGION!
I do not know how this particular battle will turn out here in the Moosehead region - nor do I have enough facts, or more importantly, a dog in the fight, to presume to know how it should turn out.  What I do know is that I am typing this late at night here in a cabin in the Moosehead region with lights on, a fan moving above my head, a refrigerator just behind me keeping our food and drinks cool, and my iPad plugged in to keep the battery charged.  I have no idea where or how this electricity is being produced, but I am definitely happy someone earlier has given approval for it being made!
I thought you might like to know.
E-R

