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Marsala, Sicily - We took a ferry from here across the shallow waters of the Marsala Lagoon to a small island, San Pantaleo, which was the location of the ancient city of Motya.  Although there is evidence that humans inhabited the island as far back as the middle Bronze Age (17th-14th century B.C.), Motya is thought to have been settled by a contingent of Phoenicians who sailed here from locations in North Africa in the 8th century B.C.  You can do the math;  that would be nearly 3000 years ago.
Based on ongoing archeological studies of the island, the current thought is that Motya became a thriving community with a secure water supply and a location protected by the very shallow lagoon surrounding it.  (On the ferry coming here, I saw no water depths greater than 2 meters, with most locations being less than one meter).  There are still scores of remains of stone buildings, temples and even courtyards decorated with mosaic patterns.  As Greeks who were living on the eastern side of Sicily began to threaten Motya in the 6th century, stone walls and fortifications were built for protection.  A long two-lane causeway was built in the lagoon using massive boulders chiseled flat to provide access for horse-drawn carts to go back and forth to the main island (Sicily) at low tide for access to additional agricultural products and other trading opportunities.  As our boat approached Motya, we could easily see this causeway now slightly submerged, but still impressively intact.  Over the next two hundred years, as the threat from the Greeks in other parts of Sicily continued to increase, the wall defenses were improved and additional fortifications were built.  By this time the population now consisted of a prosperous mix of nationalities including not only the original indigenous people, but the Phoenicians, Sicilian Greeks, Greeks, and Carthaginians.  During our walk around the island we arrived at the “North Gate” of the city where impressive pillars remain standing to give one an idea of the industry of the inhabitants of the island. 
But all good things seem to come to an end.  Two hundred years later, the Greek tyrant, Dionysius, the ruler of Syracuse, laid siege to Motya and ultimately conquered the city in 397-6 B.C.  By all accounts Dionysius was a particularly brutal monster who killed most men and children, raped the women, and took anyone remaining as slaves.  Those few who escaped ultimately settled in a small village on the main island which became the current city of Marsala (famous for its wine, typically associated with cooking).
What happened to Motya is symptomatic of the non-permanence of essentially every civilization since the beginning of human life on Earth.  Sicily is a classic example.  The “original” indigenous peoples were overrun by the Phoenicians in 800 B.C., who then had to coexist with the Greeks from 735 to 212 B.C.  The Phoenicians regained control for the next 400 years until the Romans took over in 241 A.D.  Their reign was surprisingly brief (in terms of historical context), because Vandals took over for the next 55 years, followed by Ostrogots who lasted 60 years.  Then Bizantynums began a long reign for the next 500 years, although Arabs arrived from Africa in 827 and shared control of the island.  The Normans “came a stormin” in 1060 and gained total supremacy in 1091.  They were replaced by Svenians, Angioins, and Aragonesis for periods of various lengths until the Spanish took over in 1513 for the next 205 years.  Beginning in 1713 various European houses (Piedmontese, Austro-Hungarians, and Borbons) reigned.  Finally, in 1860 the “Italian George Washington,” Garibaldi and “The Thousand” fought a series of successful battles to unite the constantly warring fiefdoms of Italy and Sicily into one unified nation, Italy.  No longer would foreign entities control individual sections of Italy.  
Although Garibaldi created the nation of Italy, no one, it is frequently said here in Sicily, has yet created Italians.  By this it is meant that there still remain distinctly individual sections of Italy, some with different dialects and several with semi-autonomous governments.  Sicily, for example, has its government seated in Palermo.   I might also add that I have met few Sicilians who have anything positive to say about Garibaldi.
The lesson from the rich history of both Motya and Sicily is what I have said many times previously, that is, there is no such thing as land ownership.  You may think that you have a claim to a certain amount of property, but that claim is valid only until someone comes along with a bigger gun to take it from you.  Ask the American Indians, or the Australian aborigines, or the Palestinians, or the Rohingya in Myanmar, or the Incas in Peru, or the Tutsi in Burundi, or _________ (fill in the numerous other examples both now and throughout history).
There is no civilization or culture that is permanent.  Nations disappear either due to outside force, internal demographic shifts, or cultural decay. Notwithstanding the strongest measures to preserve a culture or a way of life, change will happen.  Just ask a descendent of some of the Phoenicians on Motya, if you can find any.
I thought you might like to know.
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