Murder, He Wrote

by
Eyes Right 
Washington, D.C. – It is a well-known fact that the human brain in most people learns to tune out sounds which they hear frequently.  Throughout most of my early years in Kentucky my family lived next to train tracks.  Although these Chesapeake and Ohio locomotives passed by at frequent intervals day and night (even shaking our house occasionally), I learned to ignore them, even at night when I was sleeping.  I now no longer live near trains, but our home is located on a busy thoroughfare.  Although morning commuter traffic is heavy, my mind ignores the sounds.  I have even learned to sleep through the early morning clanking of the trash pickup truck.
I mention these experiences because here in the metropolitan D.C. region a similar situation seems to have developed with respect to murders and violence.  Each day there are stories buried in the deep recesses of The Washington Post mentioning murders which took place the previous day.  For most casual readers, it is like glancing past the daily horoscope – it is there, but my mind quietly says, “These happen every day… none of this affects me….so what?   We have become inured to the violence.
Here are a few recent stories from The Washington Post (none was given any prominent treatment, just a few brief paragraphs:  28-year old woman is fatally shot in NW;  Promising 20-year old slain on sidewalk in NE; Shooting at NE bodega linked to feuding crews.  In the case of the 28-year old woman, she was shot “several times” – no arrest has been made.  Police said, “There was an argument.”  The 20-year old was shot multiple times in the head.  Police said that “they think the killing was targeted.”  His body was found (ironically) on the sidewalk in front of the Baby Einstein Child Development Center.  A few doors down from this crime scene is a memorial for a 25-year old man who was “gunned down” a few weeks ago.  
At the time of the 20-year old’s death (his name was Randall Jacquan Francis) the yearly count of murders in the District was already 148 compared to 105 at the same date last year.  The bodega (a small grocery/convenience store in a predominately Hispanic neighborhood) incident resulted in one dead man and two others being seriously wounded.  For this murderous mayhem the police now say that they have a suspect, Jermaine Harris, 18, of Northwest D.C.  He was allegedly one of four masked men who fired 80 shots into the store’s parking lot as part of a “feud” between two “crews.”  The victim was apparently a bystander who happened to be in the wrong place at the wrong time.  He was headed to the store to buy juice before boarding a bus.  The killers apparently also run over his body as they fled the scene in a vehicle.
I want to return to this bodega shooting.  You may have glossed over the details, but eighty gunshots?????  The article mentioned that there had been another shooting in the area just two months earlier where a man was killed “in a hail of 49 bullets.”  None of these heinous murders were front page material – all were buried deep in the Metro section of the newspaper.  There have been no editorials or op-ed pieces lamenting this jungle warfare, just short daily reports, not unlike the weather, or those horoscopes.
What kind of civilization are we living in that tolerates this level of violence, or worse, simply ignores it?  Many of us sit in the comfort (and safety) of suburbia when less than 20 miles away walking across the street to get a can of juice places you in mortal danger.   Wearing a Covid mask or maintaining “social distancing” does zero to protect your health when your home is literally constantly in harm’s way.
Once the Covid crisis subsides this ongoing public health hazard of violence will still be with us.  For the unfortunate people living in these hell holes Covid is simply the latest threat to their well-being.  

What to do?  I do not believe that it is the availability of guns.  In fact, there may well be more weapons in homes here on my street than in those D.C. neighborhoods.  I have one, and I know several neighbors who are similarly armed.  What is different is the mores of the neighborhood.  Judging by the lack of murders here, it would appear that it is not the weapons causing the carnage, but the mindset to use them.  Why are our local teens not in “crews” out to kill members of other gangs?   And the root cause of the violence is not racial (as many non-minorities believe), or economic, (as many minorities claim).  While travelling in several African countries recently where the vast majority of citizens are non-white and extremely poor, I saw little violence with or without guns.  I felt safe walking by myself in neighborhoods which make the poorest sections of D.C. look prosperous.  So….living in poverty or being a person of color are not necessary or sufficient conditions to breed or condone violence.  Both in these poor countries abroad, and in American suburbia, there seem to be societal norms within the community which seriously discourage violence.  Obviously murders do occur here, but it is not a nightly occurrence – almost an aberration.

 Until we address this disparity in a serious dialogue the murders “over there” will continue. A good start would be to begin hearing the trains.  Start making these murders front page – maybe we, and the residents there, will be shaken out of our indifference.  People are dying…many every week.
I thought you might like to know.
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