
Movie Madness
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Eyes Right 
Charleston, SC – Each Saturday night at midnight a cult of 200 or so gather at the Fox Cinema here to participate in two hours of move madness.  The film being shown is always the same:  The Rocky Horror Picture Show.
Most Rocky Horror addicts see the movie on a regular basis.  It becomes part of their lives.  One local Charlestonian bragged that he had viewed the film over 100 times. A true aficionado, such as this fellow, never simply watches Rocky Horror – this is a major participation event. Most of those in attendance know the screenplay by heart and take great delight in anticipating the next scene by shouting words of encouragement or faux condemnation.  There is constant chatter from the audience throughout the movie with many of the songs (the film is a rock musical) not only sung aloud, but accompanied by wild dancing in the aisles.
The most unusual feature of this Rocky Horror madness is the seemingly programmed sequence of audience participation as the show progresses. For example, during a wedding scene which takes place shortly after the beginning everyone in the audience throws rice at one another.  In fact, here at the Fox, a vendor gleefully sells rice at $1 a bag as you enter the theater.

Shortly thereafter the heroine (Susan Sarandon) covers her head with newspaper after being caught in an unexpected rainstorm.  Naturally, most of the audience covers their heads with newspaper during this scene.  And so it goes on throughout the movie.  The true Rocky Horror freak comes equipped with a bag of paraphernalia to use during the designated scenes.

This madness is not restricted to Charleston.  Most large American cities have similar Rocky Horror cults with at least one movie theater which obliges each Saturday night.  The film is now six years old, and judging by the reaction I observed here, it could become a permanent part of the American subculture.  I am just glad that I do not have to clean up the Fox afterwards.

I thought you might like to know.
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