Money Matters

by

Eyes Right

Springfield, VA   -  Every four years, a favorite, and predictable, question posed by national politicians is “”Are you better off now than you were four years ago?”  Judging by recent news reports and ads, I would suggest that there is a sizeable contingent of Americans who should be replying a very loud, “Yes.”

Let’s start with our pets.  Kraft Foods is marketing its new version of Milk Bone Chewy Treats, Filet Mignon Flavor, with the caption, “Made With Real Filet Mignon.” The last time I looked at my local supermarket, filet mignon was going for $16.99 a pound.  Even if the “made with” claim by Kraft consists of nothing more than a passing scent of filet mignon, we are talking DOG FOOD.   If you are buying filet mignon for your dog, you are doing rather well.

Our next example is also dog-related.  Last week I received a letter in the mail from Bank of America introducing “The Pet Rewards” Visa card – a credit card, according to Visa “as rewarding as your relationship with your pet.”  Instead of racking up airline miles, the Pets Reward card holder accumulates points for rebates on veterinary clinic services, donations to approved pet shelters, and discount certificates good on Hill’s brand pet foods.  

And when you mail in your favorite photo of your pet, its likeness will be permanently on your Visa card, presumably urging you to spend, spend, spend so that Fido or Fluffy’s next nail trim difficult will not cost you so much.  [True story:  When we took our late dog, Sydney, to the vet for a nail trim, we were profoundly disappointed to see that the charge was 10 bucks higher than normal with the notation on the bill “Nail Trim, Difficult.”]  Bottom line: if you are using a credit card with your pet’s photo on it, you are doing rather well.

Then there is the recent AP wire story about some new condominiums in Fort Lauderdale, Florida.  It is called Park Place and features properties ranging in price from $150,000 to $400,000.  The buyers of these properties often opt to order custom flooring and cabinets in addition to flat screen TVs and expensive entertainment systems. But wait.  These are not for living.  These are Car Condos.

Yes, my friends, there appears to be no shortage of Americans willing, and eager, to buy luxury condos in some of the more expensive real estate property locations in order to stash their cars and motorcycles in style.  This extreme excess is taking place not only in hedonistic southern Florida, but also in other high roller locations nationally, such as Vegas, New York, Boston, and Scottsdale, Arizona.  Can L.A. be far behind?

These car condos come complete with concierges and other goodies such as an onsite photography studio for the owner who absolutely must have a portrait of their car.  You can even have a hydraulic lift or two installed in your condo to allow you to squeeze in another few extra cars if you have made an impulse buy.  Say it with me.  These fellows are doing rather well.

Admittedly, I have given you just three rather isolated examples.  But let’s be frank.  There are tens of thousands of other examples out there.  There may be terrible poverty, considerable homelessness, considerable hunger in the U.S., but a lot of us are doing just fine.

I thought you might like to know.
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