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Springfield, VA– I do not wish to discuss the merits of the recent trial of police officer  Derek Chauvin for the murder of George Floyd in Minneapolis.  The jury has spoken, quicky and decisively, for conviction on three counts.  Presumably, Chauvin will be sentenced to many years in prison – possibly for the remainder of his life….assuming that he is not murdered in prison while serving time by fellow inmates who believe that they have nothing to lose by offing this ex-cop.  Chauvin has already been placed in solitary confinement for his own safety while awaiting sentencing.
What is concerning is that the jury which listened to the evidence presented had no real option in their decision-making process.  Even if they were inclined to find Chauvin not guilty based on reasonable doubt, or even if they wanted to find him guilty simply of manslaughter (as opposed to 2nd and 3rd degree murder, the other charges), their lives and that of their families would have been forever placed in grave danger because the mob in the streets (and across the nation) had already spoken.
As a society, we now find ourselves in a cloud of instant information.  No longer do we  have to wait following any incident to see video, photos, or audio recordings of the event.  Because smart phones are now ubiquitous, there is often a high probability that the action will not only have been recorded by a bystander (or participant), but quickly uploaded (or streamed live) to social media or national news.  Often what we see from these images may, or may not, reflect what has actually taken place.  Scenes shot from one angle may not show the true picture.   We also may not see what events precipitated the situation or what followed.   Even if we can observe a video of the incident, it may, in reality, have been simply a snapshot of the entire scenario.  Nonetheless, because we are humans, many will immediately form an opinion – a very strong opinion – of what has taken place.  If this version of the event fits into the personal narrative which we already have ingrained as the result of earlier experiences, it precipitates a strong emotional response, often leading us to take action – even though we have not yet had access to the actual facts of what has taken place.  If many of us have these same feelings and are in proximity to each other, we soon become a mob intent on righting this wrong.
Of course, I have been nowhere near Minneapolis, and I do not have a direct “dog in the fight” in that I am not a “person of color,” nor have I had untoward experiences with police officers.  However, I have been arrested (more than once), and actually have been incarcerated (more than once) and actually spent an overnight in a maximum-security prison in Connecticut (very long story).   During each of my arrests I complied with police directions and attempted to say “Sir” as often as possible to the arresting officer, and I suffered no physical harm.  There was no video of these incidents of which I am aware, and no one rallied to my cause.  But in today’s supercharged racial emotions, we have an entirely different ball game.  I cannot imagine how anyone being approached by a police officer now feels, nor how the law enforcement person’s mind is not now worried about what is about to happen.
Once an incident happens, the mechanics automatically begin.  And if a mob mentality is created (and often reinforced by media’s 24-hour sympathetic coverage), justice is at peril.  In the case of the Chauvin trial, which juror was going to risk the remainder of his/her own life by presuming innocence when the mob outside has long since declared its verdict?  At the risk of being politically incorrect, I ask what is the difference between this scenario and lynching?  Or the mob murder of the Mormon Joseph Smith?  Or the Salem witch trials? Or the mob murders of the French Revolution?  

This is a serious problem, America.   It needs to be discussed and addressed.

 I thought you might like to know.
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