Missing Morals 
by
Eyes Right
Springfield, VA –  I rarely attend the movies any more.  It’s not that I am uninterested, or that I have a VCR, or that I am reluctant to spend $6 per ticket (the current rate here in the Washington, DC area). It’s just that I always seem to have other things to do.

Twice this summer the “other things” took a sufficient break to allow me to catch some current cinema.  I saw Bull Durham and A Fish Named Wanda.

Durham revolves around minor league baseball rituals as portrayed by caricatures of ballplayers and their fans.  Wanda concerns itself with the misadventures of a double-crossing gang of British-American jewel thieves in London.  Although outwardly different, both movies have female protagonists who are decidedly amoral.
In Durham, Susan Sarandon plays Annie, a college professor whose main goal in life is to establish a sexual/tutorial relationship each baseball season with the hottest new prospect for the big leagues on the Durham Bulls team.  Under her tutelage of poetry, candles and sex, the rookie gains control of his fastball and progresses rapidly to the majors.  Annie feels fulfilled.

In Wanda, Jamie Lee Curtis is an American in London who sleeps with any male who appears to be able to aid her quest for fortune.  She routinely lies, cheats and steals as she attempts to outwit both her fellow thieves and the British judicial system.  In the end she flies off to Rio to live happily ever after with an uptight London barrister who is presumably fascinated by these character traits.

Together Annie and Wanda form a sad commentary on our current state of morals.  Although both movies are designed to be revenue-making adventures, as opposed to social commentary, it is apparent that the producers were convinced that such characters would be not only acceptable, but likeable, to the viewing public.  In other words, we appear as a society to have declined to the point where amoral behavior is not just tolerated, but applauded.
Rules, and adherence to them by the majority, are the glue which keeps society from flying off into anarchy.  Our currency, for example, has no validity unless most citizens agree that a worthless piece of paper such as a dollar bill has a certain value that is accepted by all.

Hopefully, the world will not come apart at the seams before we re-discover values.  We can start by rejecting the message of Annie and Wanda.

I thought that you might like to know.
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