Lonely Hearts
by
Eyes Right
Springfield, VA – The Economist recently ran an article by nearly the same title as this week's installment of Eyes Right.  It was the cover story and ran several pages;  its title was "Asia's Lonely Hearts."  Although The Economist is an international magazine which prides itself on detailed coverage of all areas of the world, in the case of this story, the writers were far too limited.  The same problem exists also here in the U.S., and perhaps to a far greater degree.
The trend discussed as a major problem in the article was the fact that far fewer Asian women are now marrying and having babies than in previous years.  In East Asia, for example, the fertility rate has fallen from 5.3 children per woman in the 1960's to a current level of only 1.6 - a rate too low to sustain the population.  Concurrently the average age of marriage for women in Japan is now nearly 30, further accelerating the decline in children (by comparison, in America, it is about 26).  Nearly one-third of Japanese women in their 30's are single; experts are convinced that most will never marry.
One of the reasons most frequently given for these trends is the increased educational levels being attained by women in all cultures.  This would certainly tend to be the case here in the United States.  American women from socio-economic groupings in the middle and upper classes are now expected to attend college.  For most of these girls, they are no longer encouraged to view the primary function of their college days to be  finding a husband, but to prepare themselves for the workforce.  Accordingly, there are now considerably more women in universities than men, and far more graduate with degrees.
This process of educating our young women for careers is a double-edged sword.  Many of these women are so driven to prepare themselves for the business world or the educated work force that they place no priority on attracting and gaining a mate for life.  Instead, they graduate from college, start a career, and quickly find themselves approaching, or over, the age of 30 without a partner.  Many are not only not marrying, but not co-habitating, nor having children out of wedlock.  They are single and ...lonely.
Aside from the obvious personal disenchantment, the implications of this trend are sufficiently serious to pose national security and economic problems for our future as a country.  What is taking place, it can be argued, is a reversal of the Darwinian model of the survival of the fittest.  Now instead of the toughest and brightest surviving life's myriad challenges, the less intellectually talented and the less industrious are being protected by the welfare state and are reproducing at a far higher rate than our "best and brightest."  It is not that the babies being born from the rapidly reproducing segment of our population are inherently less talented, but they are definitely not being nurtured to seek education.  In essence, what we have is an internal brain drain.  Those Americans who have demonstrated intelligence and skills are simply not reproducing - it is that simple.  Evidence of this development is already present.  SAT scores for graduating high school seniors continue to decline yearly, and have been doing so for the past decade.   Each year apologists use the same tired excuse for the decline, saying that more and more students are taking the tests.  Exactly!  And those now taking it are less talented!!
I do not know a solution.  Virtually none of the daughters of my friends are married, even though most are now in their 30's.  All are well-educated and have good jobs, but they have no children.  Most want to be married, but life, and a husband, and the possibility of having children is rapidly passing them by.  It is possibly one of our nation's greatest challenges, but few are talking about it.
I thought you might like to know.
E-R
