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Monck’s Corner, SC – Lady Bird Johnson’s Highway Beautification Act is dead – at least in this part of South Carolina.  Billboards once again visually litter the highways.  The local interstate, I-26, has a continuous string of huge billboards stretching 10 miles each side of Charleston to the downtown region.  This form of outdoor advertising is expensive and is therefore limited to big spenders, such as hotels, resort condominium projects, banks, and (of course) McDonalds.  Because such signs cannot be placed on the interstate right-of-way, they are very large and are often supported on massive steel legs to provide a height advantage over the competition.  The resultant view for passing motorists on the interstate is a grand one restricted to the grass up to the fence marking the right-of-way and an unobstructed view of every one of these billboards.
The state highways here are even worse.  A current fad for small merchants is the use of portable electric signs.  These devices are mounted on a small trailer and are placed directly at the edge of the road with flashing lights pointing toward the business establishment.  As I entered the small town of Monck’s Corner recently on U.S. Hwy 78, I was blitzed by at least ten such signs in a five block stretch.  Florists, gas stations, pizza joints, convenience stores – even the local K-Mart – were using these garish signs.  The overall impression is one of cheapness and sleaziness.  As a motorist, I felt as if these local entrepreneurs were invading my space.

Should Monck’s Corner (and other SC cities) enact and enforce an ordinance prohibiting such visually offensive displays?  The answer should, of course, be decided by local citizens, but first someone here has to raise the issue. 
I thought you might like to know.
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