Island Angst
by
Eyes Right 
Andros Island, The Bahamas – Not all of the Bahamas are similar to the lush tropical playland seen on Sunday TV or the Superstars competition.  This island, for example, contains nearly half the total area of the 700 island group, but is almost exclusively low, barren rock.  A powdery white coral dust seems to cover everything, except during rainy season when the dust becomes a paste.  The highest point on the island (which is over 500 miles long!) is 71 feet above the ocean.  In short, this island is a big flat rock, barely above sea level.
Yet at least 700 Americans all Andros Island home.  They live, work, and socialize within a one-mile square, barb-wired enclosed site on the eastern side of the island.  This is the home of the U.S. Navy’s largest underwater test facility.  Actually there are less than 50 Navy personnel here; the remainder of the Americans work for RCA, which currently holds the government contract to operate the facility.

Recruiting qualified civilians to work on Andros is a continuing challenge for RCA.  Although it is relatively easy to entice young engineers and divers to sign on for a Caribbean assignment, RCA has found that the isolation and island claustrophobia causes many to leave after only a brief period of employment.  Although considerable effort is made to provide the comforts of mainland America, there are some basic annoyances.  Housing consists of barracks for single personnel and house trailers for those who are married.  There is a school for children, but it is also in house trailers and the curriculum is based on correspondence courses.  The only evening entertainment consists of two bars and one movie theater.  There is a reasonable mix of sexes on site, so courtship reigns as one of the dominant pastimes.  In fact, the RCA director of personnel stated that she prefers to recruit single personnel “looking for adventure.”  If you are tired of long winters and have some technical expertise, you may want to consider contacting RCA.
I thought you might like to know.
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