
Irreconcilable
by
Eyes Right 
Santa Fe, NM – The local newspaper here, the Santa Fe New Mexican, is not unlike most other mid-size papers in America today.  It has a rapidly diminishing number of classified ads, essentially all of the national and world news comes from wire services, and most of the op-eds are from syndicated writers associated with The Washington Post, The New York Times, or The Los Angeles Times.   There is some local news on the front page, but even there, several wire service stories dominate.
I have found that one area of these papers which is totally local is the Letters to the Editor section.   Some of the language is raw, often emotional.   Recently I read one in a Maine newspaper in which the writer was loudly complaining about “horse shit” left in the street by local riders.  Hell, I have even written a few myself arguing a matter of great importance, namely how terrible the Mark Trail comic strip has become under its new artist and writer.
One particularly emotional letter to the editor in the Santa Fe paper caught my eye recently because it so well captures the chasm currently dividing our nation politically. The writer’s name was Bill Maxon of Santa Fe and his letter was titled, “Sensible people, unite.”  There was no doubt where Bill’s loyalties lay:  he was a hard-core Democrat.  Let me quote his first paragraph to give you a sense of his thinking:
“The Republican Party has not told us exactly what its agenda is.  Let me list what it appears to be:  supremacy for white males, ignore global warming, low taxes for the wealthy, low assistance for the poor, minimal immigration, no abortion, no masks, no vaccination, no gun control, and, most importantly, fealty to their ex-President and the Big Lie.”
Bill went on to excoriate Senate Minority Leader, Mitch McConnell and all other Senate Republicans while basically accusing them of every evil except wife-beating and child molestation.  His final plea was for “intelligent voters” to throw out the lot in the mid-term elections (still 16 months away).    
I do not know how someone can engage a fellow like Bill in a civil conversation.  Painting all who are of a different political persuasion with such a broad, damning brush is not a good start point for meaningful dialogue.  Although I do not share Mr. Maxon’s apparent political beliefs, I do not regard him, or the Democratic politicians whom he supports, as inherently evil people attempting to crush everyone not of their ilk.  How can we as a nation possibly restore a sense of national unity if so many of us automatically dismiss every idea, every attempt at compromise, as a ploy to harm others?
Those of us whose lives began during, and immediately after, WW II grew up in what appears now to have been an unusually tranquil political environment.  Although Americans certainly had identifiable political differences then, I do not recall most citizens painting opponents as evil.  We liked Ike; we embraced JFK; except for Vietnam, LBJ was popular; Nixon was easily elected; Ford was a national relief following Watergate; Carter was fine until Iran and inflation; and Reagan won both of his elections with broad support. Acrimony seemed to ignite sometime during Clinton’s two administrations, and now, with national threats to our nation becoming distant in American memories, we have found new enemies:  each other.
I am not optimistic that reconciliation is on the horizon.  Unfortunately, we seem to be increasingly comfortable in our respective camps.  We read mostly news, whether print or digital, presented with a slant we favor;  we watch only visual programming which re-enforces our opinions. Some citizens will not even talk to those with differing perspectives.   I fear that only some form of national emergency will start to bring us together.   But if COVID did not do it, what can???
I thought you might like to know.
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