
Independence Day
by
Eyes Right
Cary, NC – We can hear the sounds of fireworks in every direction this evening as fellow Americans celebrate the 239th anniversary of our Declaration of Independence from the British.  I am not certain why fireworks are the "go to" entertainment for celebrating this event, or when Americans began to shoot colorful objects into the air on such occasions.  What is certain is that essentially every medium size and up community across America now stages its own fireworks display on or around the 4th of July.
Here in Cary it is no different.  This rather affluent bedroom community of the Research Triangle region of North Carolina has its own display, complete with a local orchestra playing patriotic music to accompany the fireworks.   In nearby Raleigh, the state capital, the celebration is larger and more raucous, designed to attract a younger crowd for the many local breweries and bars in the downtown area.
Of course, the really major displays are in our largest cities and in the nation's capital.  Because we have lived just outside Washington, DC for the past 35 years, we have been on the National Mall on many July 4th's to spend the afternoon and early evening on blankets picnicking while waiting for the fireworks to begin around 9 PM.  We have never been disappointed with the spectacle, but lately, we have lost enthusiasm to join the  masses (over 150,000) who flood the area with beer coolers.
I thought that you might like to know.
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