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Washington, D.C. - I am concerned that our nation is now dangerously splintered into at least three factions.  Two are absolutely polarized, namely the politically left and the politically right.  The other distinct grouping is the apolitical.   All seem to swim in different ponds. 
The only interaction between the two polarized groups is denigrating the other with insults mixed with disbelief that anyone could possibly be so stupid.  The civility in most exchanges has decreased markedly since the election of Donald J. Trump as President.  In fact, during the inauguration ceremonies here during this past week, the city was awash in both Trump supporters and haters.  Although most of the exchanges between these two groups were verbal, there were periods of violent encounters with police who were attempting to maintain order.  Most of the instigators of this violence seemed to be restricted to the usual suspects, namely anarchists who are routinely attracted to any event which they deem to provide an opportunity to showcase their hatred toward “the establishment.”  Several policemen were injured, and there was significant property damage in the downtown D.C. area not cordoned off for the inauguration.  
The following day, a much larger crowd assembled for the “Women’s March.”  This event began spontaneously on social media following the national elections and soon mushroomed into a national event with marches in cities throughout the U.S., and even abroad.  Marchers came to both support women’s rights and to oppose the Trump administration.  Hundreds, if not thousands, of busses rolled into D.C. from all over, bringing poster-bearing women (there were some men) wearing pink hats.  Many of the signs contained direct insults at President Trump; some were vulgar.  There were speeches at this event by a few high-profile entertainment personalities, such as Madonna.  She chose to scream a stream of f-word profanities directed at Trump, along with stating that she would like “to bomb” the White House.  While many of the attendees at the march did not condone such incivility; there were large numbers of women who were themselves shouting profanities while carrying signs that most would find repugnant.  I assure you that the vicar of our congregation who was marching behaved in a more restrained manner.  The offensive signage and shouts are, of course, what our First Amendment guarantees to each of us, and I have little trouble with such actions, so long as no one is injured.  It does bother me some, however, that the small children who were brought along with many of marchers were subjected to these streams of profanities, both written and yelled.
Fortunately, I am happy to report that several of my friends who were in attendance for both the inauguration and for the “Women’s March” were not harmed.  Some engaged in dialogue with opponents and had enjoyable, if heated, conversations.  No one’s opinions were changed, of course.  One of my friends described it as talking at each other.
There also appears to have been a marked dichotomy in the press and media coverage of both inauguration events.  Reading the two local newspapers, the Washington Post and the Washington Times, was as if their reporters and opinion columnists were from different planets – or even solar systems.  The Post is far to the left, and the Times is equally distant from the center to the right, so, accordingly, they presented dramatically different reports of the action.   The view of the Post is that Trump’s election is akin to Armageddon, while the Times sees it as nirvana.  While I suspect that the truth lies somewhere in the middle, no one knows, unless they have a franchise which sees into the future.

My gut feel is that in contrast to the blood politics of the pro- and anti-Trump crowds, there is an even larger number of Americans who are simply apolitical.   These folks, whose views are rarely reported in any media, are far more interested in the challenges of their own daily lives, far removed from the hysteria here in Washington. All they want is for the government to work, stay out of their lives as much as possible, but to be there when needed.   The old adage that all politics are local streams from this mindset.  Give us passable roads, working schools, (and now reliable cable TV and internet) along with “reasonable” taxes and we are happy.   Few here in D.C. this weekend seemed to understand, or want to understand, such thoughts. 
I thought you might like to know.
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