In the Eye of the Storm
by
Eyes Right
Bangor, ME – Like most of the East Coast, we had been anticipating the arrival of Hurricane Irene for several days.  Turn on the television and it is "all Irene, all the time."  Our concern was that we had upcoming accommodations in an old motel on a spit of land sticking out into the ocean in Eastport, Maine just south of the Bay of Fundy.  With predictions of a significant storm surge associated with this hurricane, we decided to cancel those reservations and head inland.
So we are now holed up in Bangor, about 35 miles north from the Maine coast.  Until we saw predictions of the path of Irene into New England, we were contemplating travel east from here to New Brunswick (so that we could get our passports stamped!) or west to the moose country around Greenville and the aptly named Moosehead Lake.  Fear of flooding enroute and possible power outages caused us to cancel both - at least until the storm passes, and we can assess the damage.
What I have learned is that there is an almost compulsive urge to stay glued to the television to listen continuously for "the latest" storm information.  Unfortunately, in spite of their best efforts, the news anchors simply cannot find sufficient hard news to fill 24/7 on the hurricane.  Much of the same footage is shown over and over, particularly if it shows an angry ocean washing over seawalls and wreaking destruction on inland structures.  There is also an almost narcotic obsession on these shows with New York City - is it because many of the news anchors live there??  Now I realize that the New York area is perhaps the largest and, some would argue, the most significant financial region of our country, but "all New York, all the time" is not helpful to the rest of us who happen not to be there or have any relatives or interest in the area.  Sooner or later, most people watching the television news on Irene realize that not one new piece of information has been presented in the past two hours.
There is also a tendency for the news personnel to interview public leaders, such as governors and mayors.  Most of these politicians immediately switch to a self-congratulatory mode explaining how well-prepared they were for this storm.  The politicians who are Democrats go out of their way to proceed to their prepared talking points praising FEMA and President Obama on exceptional action, especially compared to FEMA's response to Hurricane Katrina under President Bush.  The Republican governors and mayors are not so effusive in their praise - in fact, they go out of their way not to mention any assistance received from the federal level.
Meanwhile, life here in Maine proceeds much as in any "nor'easter." These Atlantic coast storms are also areas of intense low pressure containing counterclockwise hurricane force winds which routinely bash the coastlines and soak the inland.  As a consequence, the folks here in Maine have seen high winds and downpours on a regular basis - for them, a hurricane is to be respected, but only because they frequently live with nasty weather spawned by the ocean.  Particularly here in the "down East" region of the state, residents are forced, by necessity, to learn to co-exist with high winds and torrential rain.  There is a reason why Maine is home to countless lakes and "ponds" - the annual rainfall is far above average compared to most of the nation.  [Many of the ponds in Maine would be called major lakes in other parts of the U.S.]
So, here in Bangor, the Penobscot River and the Kenduskeag Stream will almost certainly come out of their banks, low-lying regions will be flooded, trees will be downed, power outages will occur, and the folks, both here and throughout Maine, will continue to go about their business as usual.  I doubt that the news anchors in New York will even notice.
I thought you might like to know.
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