I Got an E!

by

Eyes Right

Montgomery County, Maryland  -  Classrooms here in this affluent suburb of Washington, DC filled with students a few weeks ago following summer vacation.  As in many locales throughout the US these days, the student population reflected the increasing diversity of our nation.  A teacher is now as likely to find a student with roots in Cambodia, El Salvador, or Pakistan as the more traditional European of African background.  The population throughout all the suburbs of our nation’s capital continues to grow in an almost geometric progression, fueled by an influx of immigrants from all over the globe. 

Faced with a dramatically changing student body, school administrators have responded with some rather ridiculous changes.  The most absurd (arguably) is a new county “guideline” that for all teachers that makes 50 the lowest possible grade for an assignment or test, even if a student hands in a blank piece of paper – or no paper at all!!

That’s right.  If you turn in an absolutely blank test (except for your name, I presume), you get a 50.   If you try to do your best and only get half of the answers correct, you also get a 50.   As another columnist from Florida puts it, I am not making this up.

I think that the elected officials in Montgomery County should go one step further by extending this largesse to all workers in the county.  If a worker does not come to work, he still receives half his pay.  Isn’t this exactly the lesson we are teaching our children with this nutcase grading policy?

The stated rationale of the ‘nothing gets you 50 policy’ is “to make sure grading increments are equal.”  The Director of Curriculum Development explained this recently by the following reasoning, “Because an A is given for scores ranging from 90 to 100, a B for 80 to 89, and so on, it doesn’t make sense for an E, or failing grade, to range from zero to 59.”  

That “E” is not a typo, my friends.  Montgomery County doesn’t do F’s. If you fail, you receive an E.  F’s are, apparently, too demoralizing for little Tanya or Mario.  I am not sure what E stands for, Euthanasia?  Enema? Expletive?  I am soliciting your suggestions.

It is already very difficult to fail (or E) in Montgomery County with a grading scale that makes 59.1 (teachers are “recommended” to always round up) a passing grade.  Basically, these administrators do not want anyone to fail (or E).  Apparently, in this county, the only criterion for receiving a diploma is a relatively steady pulse, and I am certain that they will waive that.   

One thing about this is certain.  Montgomery County’s new education policies will reduce the number of parents complaining about their children not graduating, and that, I suggest, is what this really is all about. 

I thought you might like to know.
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