Hotel Swell
by

Eyes Right

Coronado, CA  - Sooner or later, everyone visits the Hotel Del.  Well, if you find yourself in the San Diego area, this is true.  I am talking about the largest beach resort on the U.S. Pacific coast, the national landmark, Hotel Del Coronado.  It fronts the Pacific in a prime location on Coronado Island, on the south side of San Diego Bay.
What makes the Hotel Del so interesting is that, although it is a wooden Victorian style structure now approaching 120 years old, it remains in pristine condition.  It is huge, it is luxurious, and it is expensive.  Rooms run from $230 a night for a small one bed, no view, room on a weekday to $730 a night for a “junior suite” with an ocean view on a weekend.  All of this is before taxes and a $22 per day “resort charge.”  If you come via car, plan on spending another $18 a day to park.  I am certain that there are also even larger suites for those on unlimited expense accounts.
You have to have rather deep pockets to enjoy the Del.  We had breakfast here one recent Monday, and it set us back $20.50 a person for the buffet (again before taxes).  What we received was a rather spectacular feast featuring custom-made omelets and essentially everything one could want for a morning meal, including plates brimming with several varieties of fresh fruit.   However, that 20 plus tab does linger on the palate for those of us in the lower tax brackets.
But it is not the food which brings patrons to the breakfast buffet, or any other feature of this resort complex.  It is the ambiance, and here the Del does not disappoint.  Upon arrival, our party of 5 adults and one infant was greeted by a hostess and seated outside on a terrace facing the beach.  It was a cool early April morning, but there were heaters throughout the terrace to keep everyone toasty. 
The view is to die for.  Directly to the west is Point Loma, the majestic peninsula thrusting out south from the mainland into the Pacific.  It has a sharp, tall bluff at its end.  On this particular morning, there were several Navy ships conducting training maneuvers within view in the Pacific to the west.  Occasionally military helicopters and fixed wing naval aircraft passed overhead while making an approach to the North Island runway a few miles away.  It was a spectacular show.

Following breakfast, we strolled the manicured grounds and admired the one-of-a-kind architecture of the Del.  It was as if we had been transported one hundred years into the past, except that every teenager we passed was on a cell phone.  The most distinguishing feature of the hotel is the large, red shingled, 8-sided pyramid roof with two separate gables jutting from each side.  On the top of the pyramid is a grand cupola with a walkway all around topped by another 8-sided pyramid with an American flag at its top. All of the roofs are red, and the remainder of the building is white.  It emanates elegance.

Fifteen U.S. Presidents have stayed at the Del (I assume that American taxpayers picked up the tab).  It has also been a favorite of celebrities ranging from Marilyn Monroe to Brad Pitt. I can report that I did not see any of the rich and famous during our breakfast.  But I do recommend that you consider your own visit shortly after you hit the lottery.  The Del will not disappoint.
I thought you might like to know.
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